


JPRS-TEP-86-008 
7 APRIL 1986 


Worldwide Report 


EPIDEMIOLOGY 


FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE 








NOTE 


JPRS publications contain information primarily from foreign 
newspapers, periodicals and books, but also from news agency 
transmissions and broadcasts. Materials from foreign-language 
sources are translated; those from English-language sources 
are transcribed or reprinted, with the original phrasing and 
other characteristics retained. 


Headlines, editorial reports, and material enclosed in brackets 
[] are supplied by JPRS. Processing indicators such as [Text] 
or [Excerpt] in the first line of each item, or following the 
last line of a brief, indicate how the original information was 
processed. Where no processing indicator is given, the infor- 
mation was summarized or extracted. 


Unfamiliar names rendered phonetically or transliterated are 
enclosed in parentheses. Words or names preceded by a ques- 
tion mark and enclosed in parentheses were not clear in the 
original but have been supplied as appropriate in context. 
Other unattributed parenthetical notes within the body of an 
item originate with the source. Times within items are as 
given by source. 


The contents of this publication in no way represent the poli- 
cies, views or attitudes of the U.S. Government. 


PROCUREMENT OF PUBLICATIONS 


JPRS publications may be ordered from the National Technical 
Information Service, Springfield, Virginia 22161. In order- 
ing, it is recommended that the JPRS number, title, date and 
author, if applicable, of publication be cited. 


Current JPRS publications are announced in Government Reports 
Announcements issued semi-monthly by the National Technical 
Information Service, and are listed in the Monthly Catalog of 
U.S. Government Publications issued by the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402. . 














Correspondence pertaining to matters other than procurement 
may be addressed to Joint Publications Research Service, 
1000 North Glebe Road, Arlington, Virginia 22201. 








JPRS-TEP-86-008 


7 April 1986 


WORLDWIDE REPORT 
EPIDEMIOLOGY 


CONTENTS 


HUMAN DISEASES 
BANGLADESH 


Mo. ‘ito Infestation Causing Rise in Malaria Incidence 
(Editorial; Dhaka THE NEW NATION, 7 Feb 86) w.cccccccsccees 


Health Minister Says Bangladesh Free of AIDS 
(Dhaka THE NEW NATION, 20 Feb B6 ) ne eeereeneeneeneneneeneneneneneneeeee © 


Repeated Outbreaks of Cholera, Diarrhea Deplored 
(Editorial; Dhaka THE NEW NATION, 5 Mar 84) se eereeneneneneneeneeee 


BARBADOS 


Briefs 
Visitor Vaccinations 


BRAZIL 


Immunization Begun To Contain Outbreaks in 4 Regions 
(Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO, 25 Feb 86) ...ccccccecees 


Briefs 
AIDS Statistics 


CANADA 
AIDS Problems, Countermeasures Discussed 


(Toronto THE TORONTO STAR, 21, 27 Feb 86; Toronto 
THE SUNDAY STAR, 16 Feb B46) re eereereneneeeeeneeneeeeneeeeeeeeteerteeteee 


Cyclosporine Study, by Lillian Newbery 
Legal Protection Issue, by Bill Walker 
Second Child Suspect 





10 
ll 








Cancer Incidence Discussed at Symposium, in Study 
(Toronto THE GLOBE AND MAIL, 20 Feb 86; Vancouver 
THE WEEKEND SUN, 15 Feb 86 ) *enereineneneeneneeneeneneneneneteeneneeneneeneteseeeneee 


Bowel Cancer Rate 
Report on Federal Study, dy Margaret Munro 


Two Reye's Syndrome Deaths Reported at London Hospital 
(Ottawa THE CITIZEN, 24 Feb 86) *ereeneneneneneteeneteneeeeeneneneeneeeeee 


Meningitis Incidence, Vaccine Approval Discussed 
(Stephen Strauss; Toronto THE GLOBE AND MAIL, 17 Feb 86) 


Flu Outbreak Causes Cutbacks at Two Ontario Hospitals 
(Toronto THE SUNDAY STAR, 16 Feb 86; Toronto THE GLOBE AND 
MAIL, 27 Feb 84) rere reeneeneneneneneeneeneneeeeneneneneeneneeneeneeneteeneeeeetet* 


Kingston General Hospital 
Sault Ste Marie General 


Woman's Virus Believed Linked to Parakeet's Psittacosis 
(Alfred Holden; Toronto THE TORONTO STAR, 25 Feb BH) .cccee 


Briefs 
Penticton-Summerland Area Measles 


COLOMBIA 


Briefs 
32 Typhoid Cases Reported 


FRANCE 


High Percentage Prison Population Infected With AIDS 
(Escoffier Lambiotte; Paris LE MONDE, 15 Feb 86) .....ceees 


INDIA 


Briefs 
Mysterious Fatal Disease 


IRELAND 


Briefs 
Flu Virus 


JAMAICA 


Children Died From Low Blood Sugar, Autopsies Find 
(Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER, 1 Mar 86) ..ccccccccsccccccecs 


L5 


16 


19 


20 


RO 


26 











Children Dying of ‘Mysterious’ Causes in St Thomas Parish 
(Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER, 22 Feb 86) ....cccccccececees 


LIBERIA 


Lassa Fever, Meningocus Meningitis Epidemics in Lofa County 
(Monrevia NEW LIBERIAN, 27 reb 86) *eenerieeneenrteeeneteeneneneeeneetrtt 


Health Ministry Denies Lassa Fever Epidemic Reports 
(Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN, 6 Mar 86) seer eoeeeeeeeneeneeneneneeneeete * 


MEXICO 


Briefs 
Guadalajara AIDS Cases 
Viral Hepatitis in Tamaulipas 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


Enga Reports Typhoid Epidemic 
(Port Moresby PAPUA NEW GUINEA POST COURIER, 4 Mar 86) ... 


Typhoid Deaths Reported 
(Luke Sela; Port Moresby PAPUA NEW GUINEA POST COURIER, 


BS MOE GO) cocccceccee cee ce ceeeceeseceseeccceccceeseeeeces 


Typhoid Epidemic Abates 
(Elizabeth Kogomoni; Port Moreshy PAPUA NEW GUINEA POST 
COURIER, 13 Mar 86) er eereneeneenereneneneneneeneeeneneeneneneneneeneneeeteneeet * 


Measles Outbreak in Port Moresby 
(Port Moresby PAPUA NEW GUINEA POST COURIER, 3 Mar 86) ... 


Measl@ Epidemic Deaths Reported 
.Port Moresby PAPUA NEW GUINEA POST COURIER, i0 Mar 86) 


PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


Liaoning Reduces Endemic Diseases Incidence 
(Beijing XLNHUA, 23 Feb 86) *eereereneeneneneeneneneneneneneneneneenenenenertet * « 


Henan Controls Endemic, Infectious Diseases 
(Beijing XINHUA, 26 Feb 86) se eereneeneneneeneneeneneneneneneeneteeneneeeseet « 


Cui Yueli on Progress Against Infectious Diseases 
(Beijing XINHUA, 27 Jan 86) eee ereeereeeneneeneneeneneneneeneeneeeeesse# * 


Briefs 
Jiangsu Leprosy Prevention 
Hygiene Work 
Shaanxi Hemorrhagic Fever Reduction 








PORTUGAL 


Briefs 
Percentage of Physicians 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Fourteen AIDS Deaths Reported in Nation 
(Johannesburg THE CITIZEN, 6 Mar 86) ...cccccccccccccseccees 


Briefs 
Malaria in KwaZulu 


ST LUCIA 


Operations of Parasite Epidemiology Project Reviewed 
(Donald Bundy; Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE, 15 Feb 86) ...... 


TANZANIA 


One Dies of Cholera in Kigamboni 
(Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS, 14 Feb 86) ...cccccccccccccccscces 


Briefs 
Kigamboni Reports More Cholera Cases 
Mwanza Region Cases 


TURKS AND CAICOS 


Briefs 
5-Year Health Plan 


UGANDA 


Briefs 
‘Slim’ Disease Statistics 


VENEZUELA 


Briefs 
31 AID Cases Reported 


ZAMBIA 


Health Minister Bans AIDS Statements 
(Lusaka ZAMBIA DAILY MAIL, 3 Mar 86) ..cccccccccccccccsseces 


Typhoid Outbreaks Reported in Districts 
(Lusaka ZAMBIA DAILY MAIL, 14 Feb 86; Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA, 
21, 28 Feb 86) *eenereneeeeneneeeneneteneeneeneeeteeeneneeeneeneeneneneereeeeeeeee 


Cases Reported in Lundazi 
Deaths Reported in Senanga 
Students Quarantined in Chipata 


-~d- 


41 


43 


44 


47 


49 


50 


53 


54 


54 


55 


¢ 
55 








Briefs 


CANADA 


FE eect oe 8 
< 


February AIDS Deathis 


ANIMAL DISEASES 


Tainted Fish Found in St Lawrence, Rainy Rivers 


INDIA 


Briefs 


INDONESIA 


Rabies 


MALAWI 


(Ottawa THE CITIZEN, 20 Feb 86; Toronto THE GLOBE AND MAIL, 


20 Feb 86) es eereeeeeeeereeeeeeneeeeeeeeeeeeeeneereeeeeeee eee eee 


Pesticide in St Lawrence Fish 
Dioxin in Rainy River Fish, by Fegina Hickl-Szabo 


Rinderpest Epidemic 


in All But 6 Provinces 
(Jakarta ANTARA NEWS BULLETIN, 21 Feb 86) ..ccccccccccceces 


Swine Fever Outbreak Along Mchinji Border Reported 


ZAMBIA 


(Blantyre DALLY TIMES, 14 Mar 86) seer reeeneeneneneneeneneeneneeeeeeee 


Corridor Disease Out of Control 


COLOMBIA 


Briefs 


MEXICO 


Briefs 





(Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA, 15 Feb 86; Lusaka ZAMBIA DAILY 
MAIL, 18 Feb 86) se ereerenereneeeeeneeneeneeneneneeeeneeeeneeseeeeerTreteeeeeseset# « 


Southern Province Deaths 


Cases Reported in Lusaka 


PLANT DISEASES AND INSECT PESTS 


Coffee Rust in Cauca 


Coffee Rust in Southeast 


56 


57 


57 
58 


59 


60 


61 


62 


62 
63 


64 


65 





SOUTH AFRICA 


More Reportage on Locust Plague in Cape 


TANZANIA 


Larger 


UGANDA 


Briefs 


VIETNAM 


(Johannesburg THE STAR, 27 Feb 86; Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY, 


28 Feb 86) err eereneenenenerenenenereneenereeeneeeereeereeeneeenereeeeneneereerereemlUcermhlUcrrmhUcrrmhUcrmhUm Oe 


Farmers Fear Rains 

30 Km Wall of Insects 

No Sleep for Locust Fighter 
Farmers: Locusts Linked to Comet 
Millions Cover Sky in Eastern Cape 


Grain Borers Spotted in Iringa 
(Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS, 24 Feb 86) ..cccccccccccccsececes 


Locust Invasion 


Rice Pests Ravaging Crops in North, South 
(Hanoi Domestic Service, 21 Mar 86) eee eeeneneeneneeeneeneteneeetenaeeee 


66 
66 
67 
67 


67 
68 


69 


70 


71 














MOSQUITO INFESTATION CAUSING RISE IN MALARIA INCIDENCE 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 7 Feb 86 p 5 


[Editorial] 


According to a report, the incidence of 
Malaria is increasing in many areas of the 
country like Chittagong Hill Tracts, Chitta- 
gong, Cox's Bazar, Sherpur, Netrokona and 
Jamalpur. A high level meeting on malaria 
has warned that the disease will assume epi- 
demic proportions ia no time unless effective 
measures are taken right now. 


Following a vigorous anti-malaria drive 
launched during the early sixties the disease 
almost disappeared from this land in the last 
two decades. Subsequently the malaria cona- 
trol to was wouod up. Recent re- 
ports of reappearance of this dreaded disease 
aad the multiplication of mosquitoes at an 
alarmiog rate warrant revival of that abando- 
ned project. Since a particular variety of 
mosquitoes, namely the Auspheles variety, is 
koown to be the carriaf of the discsase any 
aoti-metaria campaiga must needs be accom- 
panied by a battle against the swarming hosts 
of this winged menace. 


Although music is rightly regarded as a 
soothing aad sleep inducing art the music of 
mosquitoes are robbing people particularly of 
the metropolitan areas of their sleep due to 
its associetion with the sting that bauats the 
subconscious miad aad is besides proving a 
cause of pain to the body through the pro- 
boscis. Pictures of students carrying out their 
studies withia a mosquito-net even during 
the day time poigaantly briag to focys the 
threat posed by this stiaging iasect. 
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The menace posed by mosquitoes is so 
very serious and disturbing that the title of 
“Mosquitopolitao Dhaka” one given to this 

Metropolis by us has taken op an acerbic 
veracity. The tyranoy of these stinging hor- 
des is felt not only ia the metropolites 

but quite understandably throughout 


this battle. Bt uafortunately, all anti-mos- 
quito campaigns launched in receat times 
have os insffective and largely a game 
of hids and seek, the tiay tormentors reappe- 
eriog with a vengeance after brief iaterludes. 


While a vigorous mosquito eradication 
campaign is in order, the causes of the in- 
effectuality of ‘he previous one is to be Ee 
bed in depth. According to reports, the . 
ka Municipal! Corporation is og to take 
op a Taka 15 lakh programme for eradication 
of mosquitoes. Let ushope that this time 
the corporation will be able to remove the 

nism of the mosquito.bittea citizeary 

taking rcally effective measures. 


Ia our geo-physical situation any meao- 
iogful anti. wosquito drive has to be accom- 
panied by a cleanliness drive. Dirt aod Glth, 
swemps abs st\ aking drains are the breeding 


places of mosquitoes. A spruce-up campai 
oo the eve of the SAARC Summit gave a face 


lift to the posh areas or the Metropolis parti- 
cularly the pieces the digaitaries were to pass 


along. But uofortunately scant atteation 
has been paid to the old areas of the city, its 
outlying areas and proliferatiog slums. Such 
spcts which are the ideal breeding grovads 


of mosquitoes cry for special attention. May 
be added ia this connection that aerial spray- 
ing, in spite of its spectacularity, has ia the 
past proved largely ineffective aad scologically 


harmful too. Ia such a perspective, ground 
spraying aod a really effective comprehensive 


cleanliness campaign should form the two 
important proogs of the strategy of the acw 
anti-mosquito battle, 
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BANGLADESH 


HEALTH MINISTER SAYS BANGLADESH FREE OF AIDS 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 20 Feb 86 pp 1, 8 
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BANGLADESH 


REPEATED OUTBREAKS OF CHOLERA, DIARRHEA DEPLORED 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 5 Mar 86 p 5 
[Ecitorial |] 


[Text] Cholera and diarrhoeal diseases are again taking a heavy toll ot 
lives in Bagerhat and Perojpur districts of the country. In Bagerhat, 
according to a report, more than 2,500 persons have been afflicted with 
cholera and diarrhoeal diseases and of them 217 have succumbed. In 
Perojpur district 121 persons have been afflicted and 15 have succumbed. 


Although the attack of cholera and diarrhoeal diseases ia a periodic pheno- 
menon it cannot but cause utmost concern and force us to re-examine the basic 
issues of public health in the outlying areas. Cholera and diarrhoeal 
diseases are both preventable and curawle afflictions and therefore repeated 
outbreak of these killer diseases reflect a deplorable state of our public 
health care service as well as living condition of the people particularly 

as regards access to pure drinking water. At a time when a faint glimmer of 
bettermen in the living condition of the masses is visible and remote areas 
are being brought under an extended administrative network, the visitation 

of these scourges tend to put the clock tack. 


The remedy should include both long term and short term measures. As on im 
mediate response to the outbreak, medical measures are to ve intensified. 

Thirty medical teams are reportedly working in the area to provide medical 
relief to the victims. It is to be noted that in recent times southern 

regions have become more vulnerable to the outbreaks of diarrhoeal diseases 
although no region has remained continuously immune. As these are vater- 

borne diseases a lasting remedy lies in prov'ding potable water in the nerlected 
regions. The developmental priority has to be reordered for sinking more tube- 
wells in these regions. 


Health for all may be a far cry but the time has come to control the frequent 
outbreaks of preventable water-borne diseases. 


19274 
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BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


VISITOR VACCINATIONS--Bridgetown, Friday (CANA)--From tomorrow, persons 
travelling to Barbados from countries known to be infected by yellow fever, 
will be required to present valid vaccination certificates on their arrival 
or be placed under surveillance by health authorities for six days, the 
government says. The move follows an amendment to the relevant regulations 
which also waived such a requirement for persons coming from Guyana and 
Venezuela, regarded as being in an endemic zone. “If there is any change in 
the status of any country in the endemic zone, that is a country that is 
exempt at the present moment, (which) gets a case of yellow fever or several 
cases of yellow fever, then they automatically become infected countries and 
our rule will apply." Senior Medical wfficer Dr Elizabeth Ferdinand said. 
She named Burkina Faso, Ghana, Gambia, Nigeria, Sudan and Zaire--all in 
Africa--among infected areas. The waiving of the requirement for Venezuel1 
follows the refusal by the Venezuelan Embassy here to issue visas to Barbadiars 
wishing to travel to the South American state if they were not in possession 
of vaccination certificates, the Nation Newspaper reported today. [Text] 
[Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 15 Mar 86 p 28] /9274 
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BRAZIL 


IMMUNIZATION BEGUN TO CONTAIN OUTBREAKS IN 4 REGIONS 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 25 Feb 86 p 12 


[Text] The Ministry of Health is going to take immediate measures to interrupt 
several epidemic outbreaks recorded in the country, such as measles in Acre, 
malaria in Bahia, and poliomyelitis in Alagoas and Ceara, as well as meningitis 
in the Federal District. The decision to do so was taken yesterday after a 
meeting between Minister of Health Roberto Santos and President Sarney; the 
strategy will be to carry out preventive vaccinations at the locales where 
cases of these illnesses have occurred. In this way, the Ministry intends 

to prevent the problem from spreading to other regions. 


At the meeting with the President, Roberto Santos presented a report prepared 
by technicians who had visited the affected areas, and explained to the Presi- 
dent that the measures he was adopting would serve not only to cure the cases 
already reported but also to prevent new occurrences. The first emergency 
preventive vaccination treatment against infantile paralysis will be carried 
out tomorrow in the town of Arapiraca, in Alagoas. The Ministry of Health 
will send 79,000 doses of Sabin vaccine there. At this time, it is known that 
eight cases showing symptoms of poliomyelitis have been detected in the region, 
although none has actually been confirmed. 


Of the eight cases, three have resulted in death. The initial study has yet 
to be carefully verified, but it indicates the presence of infantile paraly:is 
in cases which showed a sudden flaccid type of paralysis. The affected 
children are 0-3 years of age, but there is little solid information. The 
data available indicate that five of them were incompletely or improperly 
vaccinated, while the other three had received three Sabin innoculations, the 
minimum prescribed by the Ministry of Health. 


In the metropolitan region of Fortaleza, Ceara, seven cases of poliomyelitis 
were also registered, and the Ministry has already sent its people there to 
conduct an epidemiologica| investigation to determine what magnitude of 
preventive vaccination will be required. According to the Ministry of Health, 
the extensive preventive vaccination campaign, even in the absence of confir- 
mation of cases, is part of the Brazilian strategy for complying w:th the 
program of the Pan-American Health Organization for the eradication of 
poliomyelitis in the Americas. 








In Ceara, the secretary of health, Elias Poutala Salamao, confirmed the 
existence of seven cases of infantile paralysis, and is said to be very 
concerned; according to him, if mass vaccinations are not carried out 
immediately, the situation could result in an epidemic, “because the seven 
cases verified at this time are from different areas." 
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BRIEFS 


AIDS STATISTICS--Yesterday the Ministry of Health revealed a report on the 
number of cases of AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome) that have 
occurred in Brazil up until 20 February 1986. Of the 625 cases that have been 
confirmed in 17 states, 463 were recorded in Sao Paulo (and that number may 
increase, depending upon the diagnosis of two patients), and 93 in Rio de 
Janeiro. Of the total, 304 resulted in death. As for the victims, 365 were 
homosexuals and bisexuals, 30 were hemophiliacs, 6 used injectable drugs, 

5 contracted the disease through blood transfusions, 18 were not identified, 
and, in 186 cases, the causes were unknown. The age group most affected--with 
195 cases--was 30-39 years, followed by 20-29 years (143 cases). Thirteen of 
the AIDS cases were less than 9 years old, while the ages of 142 cases were 
not known. [Text] [Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 26 Feb 86 

p 14) 12857/12795 


CSO: 5400/2044 











AIDS PROBLEMS, COUNTERMEASURES DISCUSSED 
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Cyclosporine Study 


Toronto THE TORONTO STAR in English 21 Feb 86 p A? 


[Article by Lillian Newbery] 


{Text ] 


The University of Toronto has 
received permission from Ottawa 
to —s a study of the = 
rejection dr closporine wit 
the help of 20 AIDS patients. 

Patients in Toronto and Mon- 
treal will take part in the study, a 
U of T spokesman said. 

The inquiry, the only one of its 
type in Canada, will try to deter- 
mine if “there is any unusual tox- 
icity from cyclosporine in AIDS 
patients — or any evidence for any 
ef/ect,” Dr. Philip Hafloran said. 


“There's no miracle here,” cau- 
tioned Halloran, an associate 
professor in the departments of 
medicine and surgery at the uni- 
versity. 

. But French scientists’ work with 
cyclosporine is sufficiently encour- 
aging to warrant further study of 
the drug, which suporesses the 
body's immune system, he said. 


Last fall, three physicians at 
Hopital Laennec in Paris reported 
early fevorable results with cyclos- 
porine on a few patients with AIDS 
(acquired immune deficiency syn- 
drome) 

But some of the patients later 
died, and other scientists criticized 
the group for discussing its results 
prematurely. 

Believed caused by a virus, AIDS 
interferes with the 's immune 
system and makes sufferers vul- 
nerable to a host of infections. In 
its most severe form, it is invari- 
“ fatal. 

ose to 500 Canadians have 
been diagnosed with AIDS since 
the first patient was identified in 
1981. 

Cyclosporine was discovered by 
Dr. Jean Borel in 1972, and the 
Swiss drug company Sandoz Lid. 
has spent more than $60 million 
developing the drug, mainly used 
in organ transplants. 
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Torsnto THE TORONTO STAR in English 27 Feb 86 p A22 


[Article by Bill Walker] 


[Text] 


The t must amend 
Ontario laws to ensure that sexual 
orientation is not a basis for dis- 
crimination, the legislative justice 
committee at Queen's Park has 
been told. 

Tom Alloway, chairman of the 
AIDS Committee of Toronto, 
urged MPPs from all three 
parties yesterday to seize the 

unity to amend the Ontario 
Human Rights Code to fight dis- 
crimination against victims of 
AIDS (acquired immune deficien- 
cy syndrome) and members of the 
homosexual community. 

The justice committee is study- 
ng rights code amendments to 
bring Ontario laws into conform- 
ity with equality provisions in 
Section 15 of the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms. 

Alloway recounted incidents of 
AIDS victims or suspected AIDS 
victims who have been fired or 
forced out of their jobs, treated 


neat | A pay hospital staff and 
umiliated by government agen- 
cies. 

In documented cases, he said, 
hospital staff have refused to 
serve meals to an AIDS patient in 
his room and janitors have re- 


fused to clean the hospital rooms 
for up to 10 days. 


“Gay patients and their friends 
have been called Taggot, veer or 
pervert’ by hospital staff,” Allo- 
way said. 

Some Ontario dentists have re- 
fused to treat AIDS patients and 
funeral service companies have 
offered only immediate crema- 
tion or refused to handle AIDS 
victims who have died, he said. 


10 


And, in the work , Many 
Ontario employers have either 
fired suspected AIDS victims or 
homosexual men, or have forced 
them to take a -term disabil- 


ity pension or face dismissal, Allo-. 


way said. 

After AIDS victims have died, 
their wills are often not followed 
when a homosexual lover is the 
benefactor because the deceased 
man's family is allowed by insur- 
ance companies ard government 
agencies to intervene and seize 
possessions, he said. 

The AIDS committee, the larg- 
est community-based AIDS group 
~ the country, recommended 

at: 


QO Sexual orientation be prohib- 
ited as a basis for discrimination 
in health care, the workplace or in 
accommodation; 


O Equal rights protection for 
common law spouses be extended 
to homosexual couples: 

O Hospital rights a:.4 disability 
rights be extended to victims of 
AIDS; 

© The Public Hospitals Act be 
amended so next-of-kin privileges 
in choosing treatment for an 
AIDS patient be broadened to in- 
clude a homosexual common-law 
Spouse, 

©) Public agencies be forced to 
deal fairly and fully with AIDS 
victims, 

0 The use of the AIDS antibodies 
test be restricted so companies 
that wish to screen possible 


homosexual employees will not be 
able to do so through routine 


medical examinations upon hir- 
ing. 
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Second Child Suspect 


Toronto THE SUNDAY STAR in English 16 Feb 86 p A6 


[Text] 


/9317 
CSO: 5420/56 


HALIFAX (CP) — A second 
child suspected of having AIDS 
has been admitted to hospital 
while a child diagnosed as hav- 
ing the disease in December 
has been readmitted in serious 
conditio,:. 

* Both children received blood 
from the sarne donor, a carrier 
of the acquired immune defi- 
ciency syndrome. 

- Dr. Robert Bortolussi said 
the second child, who is in 
stable condition, has been iso- 
lated as a precaution and “is 
being monitored to etermine 
jf it the full syndrome... 
the possibility of the presence 
of AIDS has yet to be deter- 
mined.” 
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CANCER INCIDENCE DISCUSSED AT SYMPOSIUM, IN STUDY 


Bowel Cancer Rate 
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Toronto THE GLOBE AND MAIL in English 20 Feb 86 p Al0 


[Text ] 


Canada has one of the highest 
rates of bowel cancer in the world, 
the first internmetional scientific 
symposium on calcium and health 
has been told. 

And Quebec, especially Montreal, 
has one of the highest rates of that 
cancer in Canada, Dr. Cedric Gar- 
land of the University of California 
in Sun Diego told the two-day sym- 
posium, which ended yesterday. 

“Certainiy in comparison with 
other countries, Canada has a very 
high incidence of colon cancer — 
‘about three times higher than Mex1- 
co's rate,” he said. 

“But the island of Montreal has a 
‘significantly higher rate than the 
rest of Canada. .. . It's distressingly 
high.” 

_ More than 10,000 Canadians are 
diagnused each year as having colo- 
rectal Cancer and about 5,500 die of 
the disease, the second lesding 
cause of cancer deaths in the coun- 


‘cancers with diet and climate, said 
he could not give a precise explana- 


tion for the rate in Montreal. 
His research indicates that people 
living io northern climates are more 


at risk than people living close to , 


the equator. Scotland and Iceland 

n Canada at the top of Dr. Gar- 

and's list of countries with the high- 

est incidence. 

His research, based on a 20-year 
study of 2,000 Chicago factory work- 
ers, also indicates that people with 
calcium-rich diets have about one- 
third the chance of getting colo-rec- 
tal cancer that those with calcium- 
poor die.s have. 

Vitamin D, which comes mainly 
from sunshine, is needed for the 
budy to make use of calcium, Dr. 
Garland said. Calcium is found 

marily in dairy products, brocco- 
i, beans, sardines, salmon, tofu and 
nuts. 

Dr. Mary Mackey, a dietician at 
McGill University’s Macdonald 
College, suggested that the high 
incidence of bowel cancer in Quebec 
could perhaps be attributed in part 
to Quebeckers’ poor eating habits. 

A 1972 national nutritional survey 
showed that Quebeckers, except for 
children between | and 4 years old, 
drink less milk than Canadians in 
any other part of the country. 
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On the whole, Dr. Mackey said, 
Quebeckers consumed substantially 
less calcium than the recommended 
dai! requirement of 1,200 milli- 
grams for pregnant and nursing 
women, and /U0 milligrams tor oth- 
er adults. 

Moreover, Quebec was the last 
province in Canada to start adding 
vitamin D to its milk, doing so only 
about 10 years ago, Dr. Mackey 
said. 

“It was a real battle to get it in 

She said Quebec milk was forti- 
fied only after one of the province's 
supermarket chains, Steinberg Inc., 
demanded that a major dairy start 
adding vitamin D. 

Another major difference in the 
eating habits of Quebeckers is that 
they consume la amounts of soft 


as those high in fibre, has — 
been known, but the connection wit 
calcium and vitamin D has only just 
started to come to light. 
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Report on Federal Study 
Vancouver THE WEEKEND SUN in English 15 Feb 86 pp Al, A2 
[Article by Margaret Munro] 


{Text ]} 


- Canadians born today have a cne-in-three chance of devel- 
oping life threatening cancer, says a federal report on the na- 
tion's increasing cancer rate. 

The Health and Welfare Canada study, which emphasizes 
that effective measures to reduce tobacco consumption are u*- 


genily required, predictably points to cigarette smoking as the 
main culpri. 


“Lifetnrestening forms of cancer will develop in at least 
one of every three Canadian newborns during their lifetimes if 
current cancer risks are not reduced,” says the report. 

Cancer is now the leading cause of premature death in Can- 
adian women and the third leading cause in men. Men still die 
more frequently from premature death caused by accidents 
and circulatory diseases such as heart attacks. 

However, the risk to men of dying from cancer is steadily 
increasing. In women, the risk had been dropping until 1976 
but is now on the rise. 

The most dramatic change is “the alarming increase in the 
risk of death from lung cancer,” says Dr. Don Wigle, who con- 
ducted the study with three colleagues from the federal La- 
boratory Centre for Disease Control in Ottawa. 

Statistics indicate B.C. women die more often from lung can- 
cer than women in the rest of Canada. \ 

Statistics provided by the B.C. Cancer Control Agency show 
the incidence of lung cancer in B.C. women was 21.4 per 100,000 
in 1980, 24.5 in 1981; 22.8 in 1982, and then 77.6 in 1983. 

The rate for B.C. men is more than twice as great: 58.9 per 
100,000 in 1980, 59.1 in 1981, 54.3 in 1982 and 57.1 in 1983. 

Among males, those in Quebec lead the nation in lung cancer 
deaths. 

But, of all the statistics in the report, the scientists single out 
as distressing the fact that young women do not appear the 
least bit affected by the fate of the generation of smokers 
abead of them. 

“It is dis: ouraging to see almost 50 per cent of young women 
smoking and no effective control strategies at any level of gov- 
ernment,” Wigle and his colleagues say in their report, pub- 
lished in the current issue of the Canadian Medical Association 
Journal. 

In an interview, Wigle says polls conducted for the federal 
health department have found that the number of women in 
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their 203 who smoke has 
jumped to 49 per cent in 1985 {ror 36 
per cent in 1983. 

Women's affinity for cigarettes ap- 
pears to be much different than 
men’s, snd Wigle says a special effort 
is needed to address the problem. 

Many young women believe smok- 


ing is a way to control their weight, 


there has only been modest progress 
in the efforts to cure smoking-related 
cancers. For example, only 11 per 
cent of lung cancer victims survive for 
five years, despite the millions of re- 
search dollars spent trying to improve 
treatment. 

“Clearly, cancers caused by smok- 
ing could be controlled far more effec- 
tively through reduction of smoking 
rather than improvement of ther- 
apy.” The federal government now 
spends about $1 million a year on 
smoking prevention programs, an in- 
vestment the researchers [eel is inad- 


equate. 

“Preventive strategies that include 
effective measures to reduce tobacco 
consumption are urgently needed,” 
they say in their report. 

rs’ eating habits, the 
nation’s farming practices and Can- 
adians’ love of sun tans also contrib 
ute to the country's cancer profile. 


The incidence of skin cancer — 


“which is associated with too much sua 


tanning — and cancers of the pan- 
creas and rectum, is increasing ia 
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both sexes. In males, the rates of can- 
cers of the large intestine, larynx and 
prostrate are aiso climbing. 

But the situation is not all bad, 
Wigle says. Cancer of the stomach, 
cervix and lip have been decreasing 
significantly. 

And, despite the medical evidence, 
it appears Canadians are starting to 
make progress in the fight against to 


He says one of the more hopeful in- 
dicators is the push / or a ban on smok- 
ing in the workpla-e. Also encourag- 
ing, be says, is t! at the per-capita 
consumption of cigarettes has started 
to drop, even if young men and women 
persist in smoking in large numbers. 

On another front, be is delighted 
that an extensive study of the cancer 
rates among Canadian farmers is 
under way after almost three years of 


planning 

The $200,000-a-year study, funded 
by bealth and welfare's pesticide divi- 
sion, involves 360,000 farmers. Pre- 
liminary results are expected in about 
two years and they should help ex- 
plain why farmers have a greater in- 
cidence of prostate cancer than non- 
farmers. The incidence is highest in 
Saskatchewan and it appears to be re- 
lated to the use of pesticides. 


In Newfoundland, Wigle says, diets 
have improved, judging by the drop 
ping rate of stomach cancer. New- 
foundiand bas had Canada's highest 
stomach cancer rate since 1951. This 
type of cancer is associated with diets 
low in Vitamin C and high in rice, 
—_ vegetables and dried or salted 
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TWO REYE'S SYNDROME DEATHS REPORTED AT LONDON HOSPITAL 


Ottawa THE CITIZEN in English 24 Feb 86 p AS 


[Text] 

LONDON (CP) — Two children ally follows in the wake of an 
have died in a city hospital during other infection, principally type-B 
the last two months from Reye's influenza or chicken pox 
syndrome, despite the widespread Gee said there were four or 
belief the disease seems to be de- five cases of the disease in the 
creasing due to publicity about a London area last year He hopes 
probable link between the illness for a further decrease when pro 
and acetylsalicylic acid posals for warnings to be printed 

But Alan Gee, president of the on labels of all drugs containing 
Reye's Syndrome Association of ay eager tee acid, or ASA, are 
Canada, said he feels the occur- put inte effect 
ence of the often-fatal disease One of the proposed warning la- 
may decrease “as long as we bels, scheduled to go into effect 
don't get hit with an influenza B May 30, reads: “Children and 
outbreak and that parents are teenagers should not use this med. 
warned of probable increased risk icine for chicken-pox or flu symp- 
of Reye's syndrome associated toms before a doctor is consulted 
with the use of Aspirin to bring about Reye's syndrome, a rare 
down fever ” but serious illness © 

Reye's syndrome, an encephali- A US report says an expected 
tis-like ailment that strikes most- high incidence of Reye's syndrome 
ly children and young adults, usu failed to materialize in that coun 

try this year 
/9317 
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MENINGITIS INCIDENCE, VACCINE APPROVAL DISCUSSED 


Toronto THE GLOBE AND MAIL in English 17 Feb 86 p Al0 


[Article by Stephen Strauss] 


[Text] 


/9317 


The federal Government is ex. 
pected to approve within the next 
two weeks a vaccine for the most 
common strain of tis — une 
which struck 414 Canadian children 
last year 

The disease ts especially virulent 
among Canada’s Inuit, who expert. 
ence 4 diseuse rate three or four 
tumes bigher than the rest of the 
Population 


Five per cent of the disease’s 
victims die and perhaps per cent 
experience longterm disabilities 
after the swellings of the bram and 
nerve “nings — the “meninges” 
which gives the disease tts name 
These victims may be saddled with 
life long conditrens ranging from 
learning disabilities to deafness, 


bisndness, paralysis or severe retar- 
dation 


Ihe vaccine would also 
the ear, throat and other saloctons 


caused by a strain officially known 
hacmouphilus influenzae meningitis 
type B or HIB. The studies indicate 
the vaccine has few side effects 


Unfortunately the vaccine, which 
has ——s been been approved tor 
use in the United States, is seen by 


CSO: 5420/59 
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doctors as only a lirst step m con. 
trolling the most common of the 
bacterially spread types meningitis 
— HIB 

While the new treatment ts effec. 
tive in children above the age of 2, 
the ummune system of younger chil. 
drev don't tet them ‘chop ants 
taahes after mypections 

Work t continuing to develop a 
more effective vaccine Dr John 
Furesz, director the federal bureau 
of tnologics, said. Clinical iemt are 
already under way im Alaska with 
Inwit there and northern Canadian 


trials are being planned 


“We eventually hope to have a 
meningitis (vaccination) jo the 
usua) battery of diptheria, polio, 
small pox and other vaccinations 
which are given to children,” Dr 
Furesz said 


HIB accounts for about #@ per 
cemt of the reported meningitis 
Cases occurring in Canada in a giv- 
en year. The others are caused by 
different bacteria or by virus in. 
cluding measles, polo and mumps 
These manifestations of meningitis 
are not restricted to children 

Onset of the iliness ts signaled by 
flu like symptoms 
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FLU OUTBREAK CAUSES CUTBACKS AT TWO ONTARIO HOSPITALS 


Kingston Generel Hospital 


Toronto THE SUNDAY STAR in English 16 Feb 86 p A6 


[Text] 








KINGSTON (CP) — An influenza 
outbreak in this area has reached 
epidemic proportions, forcing 

ingston General Hospital to can- 
cel elective admissions for the sec- 
ond weekend in a row. 

Dr. David Mowat, medical offi- 
cer of health at the Kingston-area 
health unit, said laboratory tests 
have identified the iiness as “clas 
sic influenza” and that its inci- 
dence meg “would qualify as an 

Kingston General Hospital im- 
posed a four-day freeze on non- 
emergency admissions a week 
as employees succumbed to the 
in large numbers. The freeze was 
lifted Tuesday, but reinstated 
Friday following @ resurgence of 
the iliness among employees 

“Our sick calls (from staff) were 
up again on Wednesday and Thurs 
day, with between 50 and 60 people 
unable to come to work,” hospital 
spokesman Connie Leeman said 


“That's more than 4 per cent of 
tal staff.” 
present freeze will last at 
least through tomorrow, she said 
A spokesman for the Kingston- 
area separate school board the 
flu outbreak appeared to be the 
worst in recent years, with 20 to 40 
per cent of the 5,200 students away 
at any one time 
Nursing home residents and 
Canadian Forces personnel have 
aiso experienced a than nor- 
mal incidence of flu in the last two 
weeks, Mowat said 
influenza-like diseases have also 
plagued Metro Toronto-area medi- 
cal institutions recently, including 
Mount Sinai Hospital, St. J ‘ 


Health Centre, ‘he Clarke Institute 
of Psychiatry and Riverdale Hospi- 
tal 


All these facilities are now func- 
tioning normally after freezes on 
admissions and postponement of 
some elective surgery. 
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Sault Ste Marie General 
Toronto THE GLOBE AND MAIL in English 27 Feb 86 p A22 


[Text] The cancellation of minor surgery 
am the Savwk Ste. Marie General 
Huspital has been extended at least 
until tomorrow because of a flu 
outbreak 


The decision to cancel the sur- 
gery, which was made Friday and 
took effect Monday, was made 
necessary by a high absentee rate 
among staff, hospstal officials said 
Yesterday, a hospital spokesman 
suid the situation had not 
A decision 00 whether to proceed 
with surgery will be made tomer. 
row. 

The hospital spokesman said staff 
seem to be suffering from an influ- 
enza-lke virus The hospital refused 
tu give figures, but said the absen- 
tee rate ts two te three times nor. 
mal 


/9317 
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CANADA 


WOMAN'S VIRUS BELIEVED LINKED TO PARAKEET'S PSITTACOSIS 


Toronto THE TORONTO STAR in English 25 Feb 86 p A7 


[Article by Alfred Holden] 


wont | Of the 96 birds, 11 k 
were known: 
.... of forts Conede fee. say to have been sold, 36 died at the, 
be the source of a virus that infect- two stores that received the ship 
ed a shipment of budgies to north- os ee ae wy oy noel 
ern Ontario and spread to a ~. ae ried, no ae. 
Kenora-area woman, health offi- " ° vy Mh a Hartz 
cials t. = esman said all were raised in 
The officials have ordered about nada “by various breeders af 
1,000 parakeets awaiting shipment — Pray “4s - 
at the Hartz depot on Rexdale a 4 ~~ ia ~y ve 
Blvd. quarantined and treated for —, none Starts official pot, 
the virus, called psittacosis. SCCOTEME erz artic. = 
The birds’ feces tested positive Firm ’ 
for the disease — common in co-operating 
birds, but rarely contracted by Feeding seed fortified with the 
humans, officials said. drug tetracycline to parakeets now 
The woman is believed to have at the depot “should clear up any 
caught psittacosis from a parakeet (virus) problem” and make them 
bought at a Kenora Woolworth’s safe for shipment, Howard Schaub, 
store in December. Etobicoke’s director of public 
health inspection, said. 
‘On mend’ The birds are worth $15 to $20 
She is “on the mend,” and no fur- each at the retail level. 
ther cases of the flu-like disease Mason said Hartz officials in 
have surfaced in the Kenora area, Toronto and St. Thomas, where 
Herbert Mason, public health in- birds imported by the company ar- 
spector for the province’s North- rive in Canada, are co-operating 
western Health Unit, said. with the investigation. Hartz is a, 
But officials are anxious to trace wholesaler of pets and pet supplies. 
the virus. Its symptoms — chills, The Hartz spokesman said he 
fever, headaches and coughing — was unaware of laboratory tests. 
resemble pneumonia and can be showing the virus is present at the 
fatal to the elderly or people with company’s depot. “ report we’ 
weak immune systems. had was that the results were nage. 
The Kenora parakeet was part tive,” he added. 
of an infected shipment of 96 birds He suggested the birds may have 
that may have come from the come down with the disease be-: 
Etobicoke depot in November. cause of hardships suffered during 
shipping. 
/9317 
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CANADA 


BRIEFS 


PENTICTON-SUMMERLAND AREA MEASLES-~-An outbreak of red measles affecting 
young people could be linked to half-doses of measles vaccine given in 
British Columbia schools in the early seventies, a health official said. 
There have been 83 cases of red measles reported in the Penticton-Summerland 
area since Jan 8, most of them among people 10 to 20 years of age, said 
Diane McGillivray, a public health nurse for the South Okanagan Health 
Unit. Terry Moran, information officer for the Ministry of Health in 
Victoria said half-doses and passive immunization--using killed rather 

than active measles vaccine--were used in B.C. prior to 1975. [Text] 
[Toronto THE GLOBE AND MAIL in English 21 Feb 86 p A2) /9317 
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COLOMBIA 


BRIEFS 


32 TYPHOID CASES REPORTED--Thirty-two cases of typhoid fever have been 
reported in the last few weeks in the Britalia section, which has prompted 
the authorities to declare a health emergency in the area and to adopt 
Strict measures to halt the spread of the disease. Even though Health 
Secretary Rafael Antonio Sanchez Arteaga has stated that this represents only 
a “severe, controllable crisis," the head nurse of Britalia's Health Center 
No. 68 reported that there was one case of typhoid fever per day in the last 
week, which points up the seriousness of the emergency. The problem is even 
more serious when it is considered that three more cases of typhoid have 
been reported this week all the way across town from Britalia, in the Belen 
section, one of which has been confirmed and the other two are under observa- 
tion in a clinic in Bogota. The health secretary for Bogota has reported 
that for the period from 10 October, when the health emergency was declared 
because of the case at the Britalia school, up through early December, ten 
persons were reported stricken by typhoid, with 22 cases reported in the 
most recent weeks, especially among children. This results, according to 
Sanchez Artega, from the negligence of the local community in not following 
the recommendations of the health authorities for follow-up reinforcement 
shots of the antityphoid vaccine, for cleaning out septic tanks, and for 
preventing the buildup of wastes. [Excerpt] [Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 
29 Jan 86 p 12-C] 12430/9738 
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FRANCE 


HIGH PERCENTAGE PRISON POPULATION INFECTED WITH AIDS 
Paris LE MONDE in French 15 Feb 86 p 32 


[Article by Dr Escoffier Lambiotte: "More than Ha'f the Drug Addict Prisoners 
Are Infected With AIDS Virus"] 


[Text] More than half the male and female prisoners who have been intra- 
venous drug users (57 percent) are infected with AIDS virus, according to 
the results of screening carried out in several of the largest French pri- 
sons. These drug users represent, depending on the prison, 10 to 30 percent 
of the prison population. 


Thus we can estimate that 5 to 20 percent of all French prisoners are in- 
fected with LAV virus, which represents a considerable percentage compared 

to blood donors in the entire country (1.25 per thousand dolors are infected; 
this level varies from 3.3 per thousend in the Paris area to O per thousand 
in rural areas). 


The prison environment is a reservoir of potential infection, and this fact, 
discussed this week at the French Society of Legal Medicine and Criminology 
by Doctors M. Benezech (who runs the regional medical/psychological center 
of the Bordeaux-Gradignan prison), P. Rager, P. Dustasta, A. Andrieux- 
Laclavetine and B. Lalanne (all of tie medical department of the Bordeaux- 
Gradignan prison), can no longer be ignored. 


The institution of specific and rigorous measures corcerning hygiene and 
health safety in the prisons has been called for. 


These measures have been adopted in Bordeaux, where screening for syphilis, 
hepatitis B and AIDS (anti-LAV antibodies) is carried out routinely (paid 
for by the prison budget). One-fourth of the prisoners infected with AIDS 
virus are ill. Treatment of “opportunistic” infections (caused by fungi 
such as Candida or organisms whose growth is favored by a weakened immune 
system) is carried out in the medical section of the prison. When the 
prisoner is severely affected, he is sent, upon release, to a department 
specializing in the treatment of AIDS. Otherwise the Fresnes hospital takes 
responsibility. Two prisoners who were drug users died recently from AIDS 
at Saint-Antoine Hospital, where autopsy confirmed the diagnosis. 


22 








The Bordeaux medical team routinely informs each prisoner who has a positive 
AIDS virus screening test of his condition. He is sent a notice regarding 
the strict hygienic precautions which must be observed. If he gives his 
consent, the team meets with his family and also informs then. 


Since medical confidentiality is observed in prison as it should be else- 
where, guards as well as cell-mates, who cannot be told about the infected 
prisoner's disease, need to adopt general hygiene measures. 


Homosexuality, self-mutilation involving bleeding, tattoos, borrowing toilet 
articles, even hidden syringes are frequent in prison, where they constitute 
situations particularly favorable to the spread of infection. Guards as 
well as prisoners may be exposed to contact with blood in situations 
involving self-mutilation or bodily injuries. 


Dr Benezech and his colleagues emphasize the importance of wearing gloves 

in these situations, for the guards as well as the prisoners, when they must 
handle an injured person or clean blood-stained floors or clothing. A 

joint “Justice-Health" note of last 5 September also specified that, in 

this case, there are grounds for proceeding with immediate disinfection. 

In addition, all medical waste from the Bordeaux prison is incinerated. Such 
measures are far from being adopted in all French prisons, “where hygiene 
remains mediocre despite the fact that the population they house is at high 
epidemiologic risk." 


The example of Bordeaux Gradignan demonstrates that “it is unacceptable 
that AIDS remain a national taboo, to the point where we choose to ignore 
it at the risk of causing the uncontrollable spread of the infection." 


In this prison, the prevalence of the problem has led to the adoption of 
common sense measures, precuations which appear to be possible to adopt 
everywhere. The current policy of routinely screening and informing the 
prisoners constitutes an essential condition, in the opinion of the medical 
team, for limiting a threat which, without these measures, would affect not 
only the health of prisoners but also that of their families, associates, 
and all those who work in prisons as well. 


"Dedramatizing,"” said Dr Benezech, “is neither hiding the truth nor minimizing 
the danger of spread. It is by making the involved people responsible at 
all levels that we can hope to conquer fear and stop the epidemic." 


This attitude is, unfortunately, not prevalent in French prisons, where 

the health problem posed by the spread of AIDS is far from being resolved. 
The responsible authorities have not yet taken any specific actions on this 
subject, preferring to downplay it, whereas the situation is undoubtedly 
worrisome and it will be difficult to tolerate its “being allowed to develop 
further." 


13146/9738 
CSO: 5400/2531 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


MYSTERLOUS FATAL DISEASE--Rajkot, February 27 (UNI)--A mysterious killer 
disease has claimed over 12 lives in the port town of Veraval in Junagadh 
district during the last fortnight. They were all under treatment. Ac- 
cording to a report from Veraval, the victims of this disease get high 
fever and vomiting and die within hours of its attack. Health authorities 
at Junagadh have sent investigating teams and their reports are awaited. 
Meanwhile, a spokesman for the municipal hospital at Veraval told UNI 

on the telephone that six people were admitted here today with symptoms 
close to meningitis, and they all were responding to the treatment. [iext ] 
[Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 28 Feb 86 p 4] /9274 
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IRELAND 


BRIEFS 


FLU VIRUS--An aggressive strain of flu virus now spreading across the 
country is still a puzzle to doctors and medical scientists investigating 
it. Sufferers, apart from a general feeling of being unwell, are also 
afflicted with headaches, back pains and shivers. Coughing, vomiting 
and even loss of appetite are included in the symptoms, which one doctor 
said yesterday may last up to one week. Although it is widely suspected 
that the virus is the Filipino Flu or Asian Flu, it has not yet been 
positively identified as such. A spokesman for the Department of Health 
said that a report from the Virus Reference Laboratory at UCD was 
expected before the weekend. [Excerpt] [Dublin IRISH INDEPENDENT in 
English 26 Feb 86 p 7] /9317 
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CHILDREN DIED FROM LOW BLOOD SUGAR, AUTOPSIES FIND 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 1 


{Text ] 


19274 
CSO: 


The cause of death of the S. 
Thomas children ts said to be low 
bloud sugar. 

Post-mortem cxaminanons on the 
tive children who diced between bcb 
rusty 14 and 18 took place on 
Tuesday and Wednesday and prelum- 
nary reports were that there was no 
pestuide or ponon m the contents of 
the stomach. Viral and bactenal 
studies were alo carnad out by the 
NVestgating team 

Reports on the dict history of the 
chiluren stated that some of them 
had caten akee whieh produces a 
substence that could result m a tall 
of the blood sugar. 

The Gleaner was to by sources 
Close to the stuation that two-thirds 
of the first group of children who 
had died ate ackee and young yam. It 
was stated that the cause of death of 
the children was low blood sugar 

In lght of ths the public m bemg 


> warned not to use unopened ackees 


‘ addon peuple 


and not to cook tood m the same 
water m which the akee » boled. In 
must be carctul 
about the cating of yam 

The climcal prture presented was 


_ that of vormmng sickness which was 


5440/061 





Mar 86 p 1 


common durmg the months of Icb- 
ruaryand Manh. The Gleaner was 
told that the symptoms presented 
could be produced by low blood 
sugar, There was a substame m 
akee and young yam that could 
cause the blood sugar to tall 


A sumilar stuation occurred m the 
death of the two children trom St. 
Mary last week. Two tamuhes of twe 
persoms cach, were attected. Both 
tanubes ate ackee and young yam. 


Reports on the St. Thomas chil- 
dren were that all went wo bed 
apparently well but woke up next 
moryng complaining of stomach 
pains and vonuting. Three of them 
were taken to the Poncess Margaret 
Hospaal where they died and the 
other two, who were transterred to 
the Bustamante Hospual tor Chil- 
dren, died on bebruary 18. 


The two children from St. Mary 
deed on February 20 after they 
started , vommtng and were given 
worm medsnine by thew mother. 


The cause of death of six-year-old 
‘Oneal Han of Westmorcland has not 
yet been asxccrtamed. 
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JAMAICA 


CiiILDREN DYING OF ‘MYSTERIOUS’ CAUSES IN ST THOMAS PARISH 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 22 Feb 86 p 1 


[Text ] 


/9317 


Two children trom St. Thomas 
died in the Bustamante Hospital tor 
Children on Tuesday ayght ater suf 
tering trom stomach pais and vom- 
ing. 

This brings to five the number of 
children trom that parsh now dead 
as three others who suftered trom a 
simular complaint died in the Princess 
Muargarct Hospual last week. 


Post-mortem cxanunations are to 
be carned out next week on the 
bodics of all twe children who died 
over the past week trom unknown 
Causes 


Investigations into the deaths are 
bemg carried out by a team trom the 
Minstry of Health and mdn ations 
are that they appeared to have been 
sultermg trom “voruting sx kness”. 


Ihe Gleaner was told by sources 


close to the situation that on the 
xt checks were bemg made and 
x a team had vented the arca. ht 
was also explamed that the was the 
tune of year when akee pononmng 
(was common. The other alvormatve 
being looked at was pestiide pornon- 
img as several such cases had ox 
curred wn St. Thomas. 
There were reports that the au- 
topsy on the bodies of the first three 
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children who died mm St. Thomas was 
not done on Thursday because of a 
shortage of conmtamers wm whih to 
put specumens. Checks revealed that 
the stuation was not cortical and that 
arrangements were bemg made to 
have the autopsy done next wock 

The Gleaner was told that the 
post mortem caanunations would be 
done carly next week “as soon as 
they can be arranged.” 

oo ot the children affected died 


within tour hours atter reaching the 
Bustmante Hlospual tor Clhuldren 
These were Annesta Gordon and 
Omar Wilhams. The other three, 
Sereta Berger, 6, of Richmond Gap, 
Omar Gordon, 4, of Llandewey and 
Mitesh Douglas, 4, of Danvers Pen 
were taken to the Princess Margaret 
Hospital where they died 

Keports are that the children all 
wem to bed apparently well but 
woke up neat mormeng complaining 
of stomach pams and vountung 

Minster of the Publ Service and 
Momber of Parhament tor Wester 
St. Thomas, the Hon. terol Ander 
som, has « APTos d concern about the 
death of the children. In a release on 
Thursday, he sand he was m contact 
with the Acting Medacal Ottwer of 
Heath tor St Thomas, Dr. twa 
buller who was conducting mvestiga 
thonts 
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7 April 1986 


LIBERIA 


LASSA FEVER, MENINGCOCUS MENINGITIS EPIDEMICS IN LOFA COUNTY 


Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 27 Feb 86 pp 1, 6 


[Text } 


Several persons are 
reported dying in Zor- 
zor District, Lofa Co- 
unty, as a result of 
two “deadly diseases” 
that hit the area re- 
cently, the DAILY STAR 
news paper reported 
here yesterday. 

The diseases, “Lassa 
and Meningocus Mening- 
itis”, are said to 
have claimed the lives 
of many persons in the 
district about 190 
miles north-west of 
Monrovia. 

The paper quoted the 
medical director. at 
he Curran Hospital 
in Zorzor, Dr. Kora- 
thu Alexander, as say- 
ing that several per- 
sons taken to the ho- 
spital after being at- 
tacked by the diseases 
died before they could 
be treated. 

Dr. Alexander noted 
that out of every four 
persons taken to the 
hospital, only one 
could possibly survive 

He said since the: 


/9317 
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outbreak of the dis- 
eases recently, about 
two to three patients 
die almost weekly af- 
ter contacting the 
diseases. 

Dr. Alexander des- 
cribed the Lassa vi- 
rus as a “type of con- 
tagious disease found 
in the wrine, saliva 
and faces of parts 
that are transfered 
from person to person 
through respiratory 
or physical contact”. 

He explained that 
the symproms of the 
disease, when cont ac! - 
ed, are: “sore throat, 
fever and ringing of 
the ears”. 

He further explained 
that “very few” of 
those who are attacked 

“are lucky to survive 


for more than 14 days 
from the day of attack. 


Dr. Alexander later 
described the “menin- 
gocus Meningitis” as 
a “contagious disease 
which covers "he en- 
tire brain, Spinal 
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cord, and gives its 
victims lumwer: uncture” 

He said two out ot 
every six persons in 

‘ected by the disease 
“are lucky to survive” 
for ten days after be- 
ing attacked. 

He hinted that both 
diseases were being 
brought into the co- 
untcy from neighbour - 
ing Guinea which bor- 
ders Zorzor Districr. 

Lassa fever broke 
our in the same area 
in 1968 with a cuonsi- 
derable roll", and 
killed a female Ameri- 
can missionary nurse 
there in 1972. 

In a brief telephone 
interview last night, 
the Chief Executive 
Officer at the J.F. 
Kennedy Medical Center 
in Monrovia, Dr. Walter 
Brumskine, described 
the disease as “fatal” 
and highly contagious” 

He said cure is pos- 
Sihble only if it is 
diagnosed early and 
Riven the appropriate 
freatment . 
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LIBERIA 


HEALTH MINISTRY DENIES LASSA FEVER EPIDEMIC REPORTS 


Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 6 Mar 86 pp 1, 6 


{Text ] 


The Ministry of 
Health and Social Wel- 
fare has described as 
“false and misleading” 
a front page report 
in the DAILY STAR 
newspaper last week 
entitled: deadly 
diseases hit ULofa... 
several persons re- 
ported dead.”, 

The DAILY STAR had 
alleged in its Wednes- 
day, February 2% edi- 
tion that “two deadly 
diseases known as Las- 
sa Fever and Meningoc- 
cus Meningitis which 


are widely spreading 
in Zorzor District, 


Lofa County, are said 
to have claimed the 
lives of many persons 
in the district.* 
Acting Heaith Minis- 
ter J Boima Barclay 
told journalists Tues- 
day that the story was 
"unfounded, sensatirn- 
all and purposely de- 
signed to bring panic 
among the citizens of 
the district and drive 
away possible inves- 
tors from Lofa County. 
Minister Barclay a)- 


so Genied that her 
was any outbresa ° 


the two diseases in 
torzor District and 
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that these diseases 
had claimed the lives 
of citizens in the 
area. 

He explained that 
reports from «4 two- 
man medical delegation 
sent to investigate 
news of the disease 
outbreak last week had 
revealed that life in 
“that pert of the 
country was very nor- 
mal* and that citizens 
were wnaware of such 
Giseases in the ares. 

The Medical Director 
for Montserrado County 
Dr. Samwell D. Sasraky 
who was one of the me- 
dical personnel dis- 
patched to Zorzor Dis- 
trict last week on «4 
fact finding mission, 
said they spoke with 
many persons including 
doctors, nurses, pa- 
tients and citizens 
who expressed surprise 
about the news that 
such an outbreak had 
occurred in the dis- 
trict. 

The Actine Chief 
Medical Officer at the 
Nealth Ministry, Or. 

Moses K Gi lakpai con- 
firmed that Lassa Fe- 


ver hit Zorzor Dis- 
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rict in 1972 and that 
lives, including 
hat of American Lu- 
heran Missionary nur- 
Esther Bacon, foun- 
ing member of the 
ursing school in Zor- 
zor. 

He however, said 
Since that time, the 
nealith ministry had 
taken steps to contros 
the disease to the 
point that his minis- 
try could “safely say 
there was no cause for 
alarm about the two 
diseases anywhere .n 
the country. 
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The medical director 
of the Curran Hosp‘tal 
in Zorzor City, Or. 
Korathu Alexander, in 
a letter to Minister 
Bellet dated February 
28 also Genied that 
there was 4ny outbreak 
of the diseases in the 
area, Mr. Barclay said. 

Meanwhile, the Healt! 
Ministry! is appealing 
to citizens to always 
confirm things of in- 
teres: to the minis- 
try before coming out 
with a release in the 
press, thereby causing 
"uneasiness" among the 
popu lation. 
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MEXICO 


BRIEFS 


GUADALAJARA AIDS CASES--Guadalajara, Jalisco, 2 January--Dr Eduardo Rodrigo 
Noriega has claimed that a total of 25 cases of acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome [AIDS] have been detected in this state, primarily among homosexuals; 
and, of that total, only seven persons have survived. The physician reported 
that, last year, three cases were treated at the Civil Hospital, five others 
at a social security clinic, one at the West General Hospital, and another at 
the Zapopan Civil Hospital; as well as six at private clinics, and seven cases 
at the El Carmen Private Sanatorium. He added that there is evidence of other 
AIDS cases among persons who have sought treatment elsewhere, “although the 
disease has no cure,” because, in the United States, during the past 4 years, 
approximately 5,600 of the 14,000 victims discovered died. [Excerpt] [Mexico 
City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 3 Jan 86 STATES section pp 1, 2] 2909 


VIRAL HEPATITIS IN TAMAULIPAS--Rio Bravo, Tamaulipas, 14 February--Six cases 

of viral hepatitis have been detected by personnel from this town's health 
center; and the necessary measures have been adopted to form an epidemiological 
cordon that will prevent the spread of the disease in the region. The foregoing 
was reported by the head of that center,Leandro Quintero Macias, who remarked 
that it was at the Luis Cabrera School in this town that the disease was 
reported. [Excerpt] [Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 15 Feb 86 STATES section 

p 3) 2909 
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[Text] 


T had been «@ 
t threat to the 

awn vty said Dr 
Larsen ‘and and people had 
urged to use prop 


er on cele facilities to 
avoid spreading the dis 
ease 
He suspected that at 
least 10 people had 
aiready died trom 
typhoid but this figure 
could not be confirmed 
The Eaga people. 
concerned ab 


out the epidemic, are 
not in fever of the mar 
kets’ closure, but the 
health authorities said 


Moresby 

only one in 10 babies in 
the National Capital 
Thistrict were being vac 
cinated against measies 


/9317 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


ENGA REPORTS TYPHOID EPIDEMIC 


More than 200 typhoid cases 
have been reported in Enga and 
ee ee ae 
the province's moar- 

kets end resteurents. 
& assistant secretary for health, 
Dr on Larsen, yesterday said all 


ga ~— such as feasts and parties 
Or cull be enckaed unt tha eptdeuste 


was brought under control 


Secretary tor Health 


Four children aged 
under four have died 
this year from measies 

The vaccine is tree 
and available at health 
clinics 

Dy Reilly said babies 
should be immunised at 
mine months 


He urged parents to 
take advantage of the 
free service at clinics 
and get chetr children 
vaccimated 

in 1984. health work 
ers injected 262 per 
cent of an estimated 
110 880 batees and chil 
dren 

Dr Reilly said measies 
Was @ serious Concern in 
Port Moresby Central 


Port Moresby PAPUA NEW CUINEA POST COURTER in English 4 Mar 86 p 2 


Province and West New 
Britain 


It spread quickly in 
where a num 
ber of people were 
crowded into one room 
and where sanitation 
Was poor 
“In the villages, peo 
ple are more spread out 
and the sanitation is not 
80 critical, bul the 
towns and cities face a 
problem — 


But health minister 
Hen Matai has claimed 
24 people have died of 
measies at Kimbe Mus 
petal 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


TYPHOID DEATHS REPORTED 


Port Moresby PAPUA NEW GUINEA POST COURIER in English 12 Mar 86 p 9 





{Article by Luke Sela] 


{Text ] mission doctors and one 
“The disease con 
NINETEEN people officer has resigned to 
have died from contest the provincial 
typhoid in Enga since elections,” continued Dr 
December. Larsen 7 - 
a oa See tyhpoid vaccines in the 
officer Dr oe country, and I have 
ae, py ses asked the Health De- 
trolling the epidemic, — Kandep partment to fly in 
which had put 35 people =. 4 patrol into Yen- “When they arrive, I 
in hospital giyengi area of Laiagam Wi!!! ask ye 
Five were admitted reported 10 people provinces to help with 
yesterday dying of typhoid,” Dr the vaccination 
Dr Larsen said, five 1 acon said program. 
ne ata ee oe “But the rest have “In the meantime. we 
Poon been reported from have a dail 
dead since January. y program on 
health centres also in Radio Enga to tell the 
One had died in De- the Lajagam district.” ublic to observe basic 
cember when typhoid A staff shortage and hygiene rules, boil their 
first broke out. few typhoid vaccines drinking water, wash 
Most of the dead had had hampered efforts to their hands, keep public 
been confined to the bring the epidemic markets closed and re- 
Laiagam district, but under control frain from holding 
last week three new “We are two Govern. feasts.” Dr Larsen 
typhoid cases wery re- ment doctors short. two added 
19274 
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TYPHOID EPIDEMIC ABATES 
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7? April 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


1986 


Port Moresby PAPUA NEW GUINEA POST COURIER in English 13 Mar 86 p 11 


[Article by Elizabeth Kogomoni | 


{Text ] 


19274 
CSU: 


TYPHOID outbreaks are 
under control. Health Minister 
Mr Wes yesterday said this ap- 
plied to the whole country. 


And the Health Department was 
trying its best “with limited resources” 
to prevert future outbreaks at grass 
roots level. 

Mr Wes said the department had 
helped city authorities to form com- 
mittees to co-ordinate activities dur. 
ing the outbreaks 


5400/4361 


In Port Moresby, the first outbreak 
was reported at a settlement in the 
Mount Diamond area and the Seventh 
Day Adventist University College to 
wards the end of 1984 

The second was in a Laloki settle. 
ment last June. 

The third outbreak occured in a Six. 
Mile setUlement last December and the 
last was again reported in Mount Di 
amond 


Mr Wes said few people had died of 
the disease 


In Enga, outbreaks were reported in 
the Laiagam and Muritaka areas. 
where 200 patients had been treated 

All the outbreaks in Port Moresby 
occured in settlements, where there 
were no proper toilets and water 

y 
Government could not improve 
Sanitation because the settlements 
were on customary land 
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MEASLES OUTBREAK IN PORT MORESBY 


JPRS-TEP-86-008 
7 April 1986 


PAPUA NEW CUINEA 


Port Moresby PAPUA NEW CUINEA POST COURIER in English 3 Mar 86 p 2 


{Text ] 


/9317 


children 


Four children have died so far at Port Moresby General 


“There has been a 
sudden increase in the 
attack on children in re- 
cent months,” Dr Bid- 


the said the commun. 
ity could expect a 


“The unusual part of 
it this time is that be- 
tween January and 
February, 40 children 
were admitted to the 
hospital very sick after 
being attacked by 
measies.” Dr Biddulph 
said 

“For every child that 
is admitted into hospit- 
al, you can say another 
10 have been admitted 
and discharged because 
they were not seen to be 
very sick ~ 


Symptoms 


Dr Biddulph said it 
was important for pa 
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rents to understand the 
need to immunise thei 
children to prevent 
them suffering from 
measles 

“Children at nine 
months must be immu- 
nised to prevent them 
from catching measies,” 


cough 
be sick for four days be- 
fore rashes appear on 
his or her body 
Dr Biddulph said the 
poccen’ epidemic in 
ort Moresby should 
make parents realise the 
importance of prevent. 
ing children from catch. 
the disease 
e urged rents to 
take their children to 
the public clinics at 


Gordon, Ka , Boro 
ko and in the 
city to get immunised 
free of charge 


in the latest outbreak of measles, a specialist in 
s diseases has reported. 


Doctor John Biddulph said the children under the age of four died 
between January and February after being attacked by measles. 








MEASLES EPIDEMIC DEATHS REPORTED 


JPRS-TEP-86-008 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


Port Moresby PAPUA NEW GUINEA POST COURIER in English 10 Mar 86 p 3 


[Text } 
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Sixty-two children aged 
between six months and 
three years old have died 
trom measles in West New 
Britain since November. 


The province's health minister, 
Mr Ben Mataio said 50 deaths were 
recorded at Kimbe General Hospit 
al. nine at Valoka health centre 
and three at Bialla 

Many parents had left their chil- 
dren to die in the hospital 

Nearly 530 children had been tre 
ated for measles throughout the 
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province the highest number at 
Bialla with 385 and then Kimbe 
with 144 

Mr Mataio said his department 
was Carrying out an immunisation 
program, which had started at 
Bialla 

Immunisations had begun in 
January and were progressing well 

The desease was now under con- 
trol, he claimed 

Many children were being tre. 
ated at Kimbe hospital, as well as 
throughout the province 

But figures had dropped drasti 
cally 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


ca 


LIAONING REDUCES ENDEMIC DISEASES INCIDENCE 
OW230807 Beijing XINHUA in Engiish 0722 GMT 23 Feb 86 


[Text] Beijing, 23 Feb (XINHUA)--The incidence of four endemic diseases has 
dropped markedly in Northeast China's Liaoning Province in the last five years, 
according to HEALTH NEWS. 


The province reduced endemic goiter (an enlargement of the thyroid gland 
causing swelling in the front part of the neck) by 35.5 percent last year, 
compared to 1980. 


As the disease is caused by a low content of iodine in the diet, health and 
commercial departments cooperated to ensure that over 98 percent of the local 
people have table salt with iodine additive. 


There has been not a single new case of Keshan disease (an endemic heart 
disease) for four years in the province, according to the paper. 


Patients with osteoarthritis deforms (a condition marked by thickening of the 
joints and softening of the articular ends of bones) are 29 percent fewer 
than in 1980. 


The province has also built 515 waterworks to supply clean drinking water to 
300,000 rural people and eradicate fluorine poisoning. Chronic exposure 
to a high content of fluoring damages teeth and bones. 


/6662 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


HENAN CONTROLS ENDEMIC, INFECTIOUS DISEASES 
OW261209 Beijing XINHUA in English 1049 GMT 26 Feb 86 


[Text] Beijing, 26 Feb (XINHUA)--Henan Province has effectively brought endemic 
and infectious diseases under control over the past five years, according to 
the provincial health bureau. 


Bureau officials said that China's second most populous province with almost 
75 million people had three million cases of endemic goiter five years ago, 
one-fourth of China's total. Medical workers have located and cured 2.6 mil- 
lion in recent years. 


Goiter results from chronic lack of iodine, so health and commercial depart- 
ments have made joint efforts to supply table salt with added iodine in the 
67 counties which had a high incidence of the endemic disease. 


To control fluorine poisoning, another major endemic ailment in the province, 
Henan has built new water supply systems for 1,410 villages with a total popu- 
lation of 1,680,000. The high fluorine content of the drinking water etches 
and discolors the teeth of children and softens bones in adults. 


Incidence of malaria has been reduced by 95.2 percent between 1980 and 1985, 
as the local government has carried out campaigns to eradicate mosquitoes 
and eliminate their breeding grounds. 


Incidence of meningitis had dropped 75 percent last year compared to 1984 
after the vaccination of 22 million children under 15 years of age had been 
carried out. Cerebrospinal meningitis is usually fatal to children. 


/6662 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


CUI YUELI ON PROGRESS AGAINST INFECTIOUS DISEASES 
OW271600 Beijing XINHUA in English 1525 GMT 27 Jan 86 


[Text] Beijing, 27 Jan (XINHUA)--China's long and hard fight against in- 
fectious and parasitic diseases achieved some victories last year as cases 
of diphtheria dropped 59 percent, measles (730) percent, and malaria 39 
percent from 1984. 


Cui Yueli, minister of public health, said today at a meeting on provincial 
medical [words indistinct] that cases of China's 24 acute infectious di- 
seases dropped 16 percent and the death rate 11 percent from 1984. 


Also last year, he said, leprosy cases dropped 10 percent, 34 counties wiped 
out snail fever, and [words indistinct] Fuzhou Province and Guangxi Autonomous 
Region eliminated filaria--worm parasites in the blood. 


Cui said that in recent years medical institutions throughout China have in- 
creasingly concentrated on precaution. As a result, he said, water quality 
has been widely improved and many sources of epidemic disease have [words 
indistinct]. 


"These achievements, made with great effort, have brought countless benefits 
to the people,” said Cui. 


According to the Seventh 5-Year Plan, which begins this year, the Ministry of 
Public Health will try to eliminate filaria and abolish or control leprosy 
in 75 percent of the counties and cities where it exists. 


The ministry also plans to eliminate pernicious malaria in the provinces of 
Tiangsu, Henan and Anhui. 


/6662 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


BRIEFS 


JIANGSU LEPROSY PREVENTION--A provincial meeting on prevention and treatment 
of leprosy was held 18-20 January in Zhenjiang City. According to an offi- 
cial of the provincial public health bureau, the incidence rate of leprosy 
in Jiangsu fell from 5.76 per 100,000 in 1956-1960 to 0.32 per 100,000 in 
1980-1984. [Summary] [Nanjing Jiangsu Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 
GMT 20 Jan 86 OW] /6662 


HYGIENE WORK--China made progress in hygiene, disease prevention work in 1985. 
The incidence rate of contagious diseases in 1985 was lowered by 16.2 per- 
cent as compared with 1984, death rate by 12.6 percent; incidence of diphtheria, 
whooping cough, and measles fell between 37-60 percent. Fewer patients of 
filariasis and malaria reported than in the early days of the republic; 
leprosy patients were reduced to 100,000 from a height of 500,000. The 
prevention and the treatment of the plague leads the world. The incidence 
rate of Keshan disease showed a marked decline. Snail fever was wiped out 

in most parts of the country. Goiter was basically under control of 12 
provinces and municipalities. [Summary] [Beijing Domestic Service in Man- 
darin 1200 GMT 12 Jan 86 OW) /6662 


SHAANXI HEMORRHAGIC FEVER REDUCTION--Beijing, 25 Feb (XINHUA)--The incidence 
of hemorrhagic fever dropped 44 percent in Shaanxi Province last year, com- 
pared to 1984, according to the paper HEALTH NEWS. The disease, character- 
ized by a sudden onset of fever, headache, backache, and bleeding, is spread 
by rats and epidemic in Shaanxi Province. Local government appropriated 

500 ,000 yuan for the prevention and treatment of the disease and mobilized 
the people into a campaign to kill rats. Local health departments also under- 
took to train first-aid personnel. As a result, the density of the rat 
population in most of the infested areas was down to less than 5 percent 

and the incidence of the disease was drastically cut. [Text] [Beijing 
XINHUA in English 0842 GMT 25 Feb 86 OW] /6662 
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PORTUGAL 


BRIEFS 


PERCENTAGE OF PHYSICIANS--In Portugal there is one physician per 400 persons, 
a proportion that is considered satisfactory when compared with other European 
countries. The proportion in Spain, where there are nearly 20,000 physicians 
out of work, is 1 per 300, while it is 1 per 260 in Italy, according to last 
year's data. Greece and Belgium have approximately one physician per 350 
persons. As for Portugal, the number of physicians reaches 250,000, a figure 
that is not considered too high by the competent organisms. [Excerpts] 
[Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in Portuguese 25 Feb 86 p 11] /8309 
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SOUTH AFRICA 
FOURTEEN AIDS DEATHS REPORTED IN NATION 
¢ Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 6 Mar 86 p 4 
[Text] 
CAPE TOWN. — There Sesclaness lanido South “It endeavours to make 
have been 21 cases of Africa the gencral public aware 
Aids (Acquired Immune Of the 21 patients, 20 of the disease, 
Deficiency Syndrome) m ware White and one wes 8 those at high rk inform 
South Afnca, with 14 Black man ed about dangerous prac- 
deaths from the discase Ouse cose wes known ia tices, and discourages 
said Dr F P Retief, Direc which trenemincion was them from donating 
Health and Population cansfucicn. The donor “The group has taken 
as. was traced and it was en- on the responsiblity of 
In his 1985 annual re sured that eo other indi- keeping the disease under 
port, tabled in Parhament vidual had or could ac- Close surverilance 
yesterday, Dr Retief said quite the disease from Health personnel had 
the first case of this feared bien alw been advicd on 
disease ocurred in South advisory group practical preventive 
Up to, and including experts from various dis- when dealing with pa 
September 1985, 21 men ciplines, was set up in tients and thew body 
hed boon Gingamed a 1985. It assembled infor awe 
having Aids, of whom 14 mation on all aspects of Dealing with Congo 
had died There were no the Geom end oie Fever, Dr Retief said the 
female Cases tained che contact with first South African case 
Four of the men were eines otgantsations was diagnosed in Feb 
heterosexuals, of whom abrued ruary 1981. Since then a 
three had had some con- “The primary function further 22 cases had been 
tact with Zaiwe One man of the group ts to advise , 
was biscaual and the re- the Department of Health Of these 23 patients, 
maiming 16 had homoses. on measures to be taken seven had died, “prob- 
to contain Aids,” said Dr ably of this duscase”, Dr 
Retief Retief sand 
{9317 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


MALARIA IN KWAZULU--Two cases of galaria have occured in the Mahlabathint 
district in Kawzulu. Kwazulu's medical officers for communicable diseases, Dr 
Murray Short, said about 80 000 houses in the Ingwavuma and Lebomabo districts 
which border on Mozambique, would be sprayed with insecticide to kill 
mosquitoes. [Text] [East London DAILY DISPATCH in English 28 Feb 86 p 17] 
/13104 
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ST LUCIA 


OPERATIONS OF PARASITE EPIDEMIOLOGY PROJECT REVIEWED 


Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 15 Feb 86 Primary Health Care 
Supplement pp 3, 7 


[Article by Dr Donald Bundy] 


{Text ] 


A major platform of the Primary Health 
Care strategy is the encouragement of full 
participation by the community in achiev- 
ing health goals. 

Community participation can only be 
successfully developed, however, if the 
community recognises a need for im- 
provements in health, and if the means for 
improving health are affordable and pro- 
duce tangible results. it is now widely re- 
cognised that the control of worm infec- 
tions is one health area in which commun- 
ities are keen to participate, and which 
can provide a ‘point of entry’’ for other 
health care programmes. 


The Ministry of Health has therefore encouraged the development of locally 
appropriate methods for controlling worm infection in the community through 
the activities of the Wellcome Trust Parasite Epidemiology Project based 

at the Morne Complex. This Project, funded by the Wellcom Trust (UK), is 
a component of the extra-mural programme of the University of the West 
Indies and works in close collaboration with the Government of St Lucia 
Primary Health Care Development Project. The major aim of the Wellcome 
Health Project is to develop affordable and rational methods of controlling 
parasites through a better understanding of the ways in which disease are 
transmitted in communities. 
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it is commonly thought that 
methods for controlling most of oe 
common infections diseases already exist. 
it is certainly true that it is possible to 
cure worm infections with readily avail- 
able tablets, and prevent mumps, rubella, 
measles and polio with vaccinations. im- 
proving the health of individuals in this 
way, however, iS a very different problem 
from improving the health of a commun- 
ity. For example, if treatment is given to 
someone living in a village where worm 
infections are common that a person will 
= cured but will soon find himself rein- 


The cure’ is a very temporary affair 
indeed. What is required is an affordable 
treatment programme which will improve 
the conditions for the whole community. 


The Wellcome Health Project has 
developed two (2) rational procedures for 
community treatment based on focussing 
treatment on the individuals or groups 
which are the major source of infection to 
others. These contro! procedures are cur- 
rently being used in Anse-La-Raye and 
Dennery, and related programmes are 
being developed for Boguis and Canaries. 


The practically useful results of these 
Studies may be adopted by the Primary 


Health Care Development Project for 
more general implementation. In a similar 
manner, the Wellcome Parasite Epi- 
demiology Project is currently working 
with the Ministry of Health to identify the 
optimum strategy for the continuing 
Mumps, Measies and Rubella Immunisa- 
tion Programme. 

The Wellcome Parasite Epidemiology 
Project is directed by Dr. Donald Bundy 
(visiting Lecturer, University of the West 
indies, and Lecturer in Parasite Epi- 
demiology, Imperial Collage, «University 
of London). The core staff are Ms 
Donalidene Thompson ifrom UWI, 
Jamaica) and Ms. Joan Didier. Clinical 
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supervision in the early stages of the 
project was provided by Dr. Edward 
Cooper, this responsibility is now under- 
taken by Dr. tra Simmons. Technical 
liaison with the Ministry of Health is con- 
trolled directly through the office of the 
Director of Health Services, Dr. Anthony 
D'Souza, with DOr. James St. Catherine 
having special responsiblity for monitor- 
ing certain clinical field procedures. The 
administrative procedures are managed 
by the Permanent Secretary for Health, 
Mr. Cornelius Lubin on behalf of the 
Ministry of Health, and by the Resident 
Tutor, Senator Marilyn Floissac, on behalf 
of the University of the West Indies. 
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ONE DIES OF CHOLERA IN KIGAMBONI 
Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 14 Feb 86 p 3 


[Text] One person has died and nine others have been admitted at the 
Kigamboni dispensary in Dar es Salaam after contracting cholera which broke 
out in the area late last week. 


A medical assistant on duty Ndugu Nyamture Mutayoba said yesterday Nassoro 
Iddi (36) whose case was reported at the dispensary on February 8, died the 
following day. 


On February 8, two patients were admitted and three others followed the next 
day. Last Monday two more cases were reported followed by two others on 
Tuesday. 


He said two other cases were registered on Wednesday when two women who were 
looking after sick children in the isolation ward contracted the disease. 


One more case was recorded yesterday. 


Ndugu Mutayoba named the nine patients as Ndugu Tefle Salum (42); Deus Makonge 
(18); Peter Pinja (30); Jonathan Thomas (32); Remmy Ndokeji (5); Colleta 
Hamdam (8); Abel Hamdam (5); Deonia Christopher (2); and Shija Mateo (1). 


An anti-cholera committee was set up yesterday under the chairmanship of the 
Deputy City Medical Officer (Health), Ndugu Fadhili Omar, to spearhead 
measures to eradicate the disease. 


Ndugu Omar said his committee has banned the selling of foods such as roast 
meat (mishikaki) buns, bread and porridge in public. 


He said hotels in the area would not be closed for the moment but special 
conditions were laid down for all hotels to follow to contain the disease. 


The conditions, he said, include boiling of water for all purposes. 
He called upon Kigamboni residents to boil all domestic water and be thorough 


in their cooking. He also insisted that latrines be used and other sorts of 
domestic waste be burnt or buried. 
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However, the committee may find it difficult to control the quality of 
drinking water in Kigamboni. The area has no tap water and solely depends on 
shallow ring wells which contain salty water. 


The National Urban Water Authority (NUWA) terminated services in the area 
about two years ago. Now, the Kigamboni community shares its drinking water 
with stray cats, dogs and possibly rodents because the shallow wells are open. 


Ndugu Omar said the committee spent the day yesterday treating the water to 
make it safe for consumption. He said because the wells were the only source 
of drinking water for Kigamboni they would not be closed. 

Ndugu also said all pombe shops in the area have been closed. 


413104 
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KIGAMBONI REPORTS MORE CHOLERA CASES--The number of cholera patients admitted 
at Kigamboni dispensay in Temeke District has increased to seven following the 
admission of another patient yesterday. The City Health Officer, Dr. E&.E. 
Moshi, has asked Dar es Salaam residents to keep their surroundings clear and 
avoid eating raw foods to contain the deadly disease. [Text] [Dar es Salaam 
DAILY NEWS in English 25 Feb 86 p 3] /13104 


MWANZA REGION CASES--Five hundred and five people have died in the region in 
the last five years due to cholera, diarrhoea and rabies, a report issued by 
the Regional Medical Officer, Dr. Prosper Mtei, has said. Dr. Mtei told the 
region's anti-cholera committee that out of 505 people, 268 died of cholera, 
229 of diarrhoea while the remaining eight contracted rabies. During the past 
five years 26,853 people in the region were treated in health centres after 
contracting the three communicable diseases. [Text] [Dar es Salaam DAILY 
NEWS in English 25 Feb 86 p 3) /13104 
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5-YEAR HEALTH PLAN--Further spotlight was placed on the proposed five 

year health plan when members of the planning committee met with health 
practitioners and members of the public to discuss the ramifications of 

the plan recently. The committee, comprising Chief Medical Officer Dr 
Robert Hailwood, Chief Public Health Inspector Joe Williams and Public 
Health Nurse Monica Wilson focused on the two main drives of the plan which 
was to correct the uneven balance of health care in these islands and to move 
emphasis from hospital medicine by shifting resources unto coumunity 
medicine. The committee pointed out that in terms of health care, a 
proportionately greater effort must be made in the Caicos Islaiuus and in 
Provo. On the question of shifting to community medicine it was noted 

that this did not mean the neglect of hospital medicine. Dr Hailwood also 
identified the real need for greater harmony and rationalisation between 
the private and government health sector on Provo to avoid duplication of 
facilities. The meeting was well attended. During the visit to Provo, 

Dr Hailwood also met with the PHMC board by invitation to discuss the 

plan and its progress. The planning committee is also expected to visit 
South Caicos shortly for a similar exercise. [Text] |Grand Turk TURKS 

AND CAICOS NEWS in English 30 Jan 86 p 2] /9317 
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"SLIM' DISEASE STATISTICS--A mysterious disease which surfaced in southern 
Uganda more than a year ago is claiming the life of at least one person per 
day in Rakai District, the Roman Catholic Vernacular DAILY MUNNO reported 
in Kampapa yesterday. "People are worried about the daily funerals of 
their relatives and friends," the newspaper said. "Our reporter visited 
the district and saw with his own eyes bodies of people who had died from 
the disease being burried in almost every village," MUNNO reported. "Many 
other people suffering from the disease were in their beds, waiting for 
death," the newspaper reported. It said patients suffering from the 
disease had been taken to all the hospitals and clinics in the area, 

but that most of them were returned to their homes as there was no known 
cure. According to MUNNO, the worst hit area is the Kyotera Trading 
centre 160 kms (100 miles) south-west of Kampapa. Business in Kyotera 
has slackened and bars and nightclubs there have lost their clientele as 
a result of the disease, the newspaper said. The disease has been dubbed 
"slim" by residents in Rakai district because its victims loose weight 
and appear emaciated. They also suffer diarrhea and vomiting, and some 
are reported to have a fever and hallucinate. A medical team set up by 
the Ministry of Health to investigate the disease last year reported that 
"slim" was not the dreaded Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS), 
but no deep research or study has been made of the causes or a cure. 
[Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 18 Feb 86 p 8] /12851 
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31 AIDS CASES REPORTED--Thirty-one cases of Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome [AIDS], including 21 deaths, have been reported to date in Venezuela; 
none of the cases thus far has involved children. Clenardo Solano, chief of 
the Department of Venereal Diseases, who is in turn a member of the National 
Committee on AIDS, said that his committee is studying the advisability of 
introducing a procedure for identifying the HTLV-III virus in donated blood 
now in blood banks throughout the nation. The decision on this step will 
depend on the final results of a study being conducted at certain of the blood 
banks, to assess the prevalence of the virus in the Venezuelan population. 
Partial results obtained to date have validated the proposal of the Ministry 
of Health to test volunteer blood donors for the HTLV-III virus, in order to 
avoid the spread cf the disease through blood transfusions. [Text] [Caracas 
EL DIARIO DE CARACAS in Spanish 18 Jan 86 p 11] 12383 
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HEALTH MINISTER BANS AIDS STATEMENTS 
Lusaka ZAMBIA DAILY MAIL in English 3 Mar 86 p 5 
[Text] 
HEALTH Minister Mr Ptek- thing was being done to ch people on how to prevent 
son Chitambale has ban- protect their lives, he said. the spreading of the di- 
ned all medical officers He alee directed thai erase 
from tecaing statements all rescearth on AIDS is He said while the govern. 
om the Aeqgaired immene Zambia be carried oat with men: had meanted an edu- 
Defizieney Svndrome consent of the National eational campaign on the 
{AIDS}. a pe - Committee disease, medical officers 
woald in turn llaise shoald aleo sappiemen: 
Officially opening the with the Direstor of Medi- government efforts to en 
Zambia Medieal Asscsia- cal Services. sare that people ander 
tion [ZMA| anneal g2neral He said beesuse of the stood the need to prevent 
meeting whith was imme- importanse thai the go- the spreading of the di. 
diately followed by « seien- vernment attached to lives sense. 
tif. session on AIDS, of ite citizens, two labors- Meanwhile, Mr Chita. 
Mr Chitambala said no- tories at the University mbeala. has appuinie! a new 
one should issue any state- Teaching Hospital (UTH) beard of directors for the 
ment om the disease apart and the Tropical Disease Medieal Sioree 
from the director of Medi- Researeh Centre in Ndols Among the cight new 
eal Serviees. have heen directed io members is Ministry of 
The Party and its govern- spearhead the diagnosis of Health permanent secre. 
ment was measares AIDS. tary, Mr Edward Himun- 
to eontrol and eare- le order to contain the yange es chairman, and 
less statements os the kil- situation, medizal officials director of Pharmaec utica! 
ler disease evald make peo- shoald embark on an ede- Services, Dr Patrick ( 
ple pani: and feel that no- cational campaign to tea. kus as siee-chairman. 


Ndola Urban governor Mr Crosberry Chibanga will also sit on the board as 
a representative of the Local Government Association of Zambia. 


The rest include a representative of the mines, Mr Nonny Mwanyungwi, a 
representative of the Medical Council of Zambia, Dr Sam Mundia, a repre- 
sentative of churches, Dr P. Reyer, director of budget from the Ministry 
of Finance and a provincial political secretary from the Party's Social 
and Cultural Committee. ZANA/Mail Reporter 
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TYPHOID OUTBREAKS REPORTED IN DISTRICTS 


Cases Reported in Lundazi 


Lusaka ZAMBIA DAILY MAIL in English 14 Feb 86 p 1 


[Text] 


Chimbin said: yesterday 
The school which re 
opened in January in defi 
ance of recommendations 
from the provincial medica! 
office was ha by the same 
Gisease in October lan 
year leading to the quarar 

tine of 170 pupils. 

personne! have 
} 


lt 
: 


gations and confirmed that 
the disease which broke 
ety: bye 


ot for the school te reopen 
only when hygienc con. 
dawns improved, suther:. 
ties in the Ministry of Ede. 


of hygrene af the insta@utior 


ar 6wrespersible ac for 
which the officers who tam 
the decision be held 
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L986 
Deaths Reported in Senanga 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 21 Feb 86 p 5 


[Text] 
A MYSTERIOUS disease suspected to be 
id has hit Senanga district claiming three 


i=] 
Dusclosmng this m 
cal officer for Western Pro- 
vince, Dr Clement Musowe 
a a aa a He sand the district was 
admitted to Senanga district under surveiiiance and a 
neagieel on Wednesday vaccination campaign 
said the wictems had would be conducted to pre- 
been brought to the hosp- vent the disease from 
tal from Katwya near the ; 
boma, Liangat: the Me dismussed fears that 
Mongu Senanga a and (he disease — have al 
0 
sie em Seuame Seaeyent oh 
Dr Musowe said clinical has a population of more 
officers had found that the than 1.000 pupuls 
victors were attacked by He appealed to Senanga 
typhowd fever but since reudents not to pan 


in Mutulra an unknown 
dusease has astied One pig at 
the rural reconstruction 
centre — /ana 


Students Quarantined in Chipata 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 28 Feb 86 p 1 





[Text] :, ; 
ABOUT 200 pupils at Chi aoe _ A many 
rongwe Secondary School oe aa : wes pomive 
mm Chipata have beer = alo —_— _— 
quarantined after the neadact ~ a 
wread of typhowd to the ast estas meets 
xhool, Eastern Prowmce ee ae 
medal otfwer Dr Chutwa snd ceverel — — 
— confirmed yester hosprialsed after an vul 
break of the keller disease at 
The 200 pupils had gone 
re) fiuwball matches to ‘ Me Dr c homben 
Lundanm Secondary Schoo! id the tauetien 2 Lon 
Soar my, md broke oul wan Secondary Schoo! was 
as + , ¢ 
Temporary isolation ender comrct 
wards had been set up to But he feared that the 
prevent the spread of the wiuaton could worsen if 
koller desease ihe curremt water \hortage 
Or Chembem card labo- a Lendan bome after the 
ratory tests were stell berg Gamage to the dam by 
mdu “ed ” specrmens thoods “as Not Quan bly wy 
' A 5 ed 
{9317 
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FEBRUARY AIDS DEATHS--Six people are suspected of having died from the 
deadly Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) disease in Livingstone 
last month. Livingstone general hospital medical superintendent Dr Elisha 
Chipandwe said this yesterday when he took Southern Province under-secretary 
Mr Alexander Kwibisa on a conducted tour of the mortuaries at Batoka and 
Livingstone General hospitals which are congested because of lack of space 
and broken down refrigerators. Dr Chipandwe said there was a health risk 

at the mortuaries as postmortems were conducted in the same room where 
bodies were washed. The rooms were infected with various diseases. “We 
need to expand the mortuary and have separate rooms for washing bodies 

and carrying out postmortems because of infections. "We have a lot of 

AIDS patients and six people died last month from the disease," he said. 

Mr Kwibisa wondered whether the hospital was able to detect the disease 

and Dr Chipandwe said it was now possible. A laboratory technician from 

the hospital had been in Lusaka on a six week course on how to diagnose 

the disease through blood tests. [Text] [Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
5 Mar 86 p 1] /9317 


CSO: 5400/93 
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TAINTED FISH FOUND IN ST LAWRENCE, RAINY RIVERS 


Pesticide in St Lawrence Fish 


Ottawa THE CITIZEN in English 20 Feb 86 p B20 


[Text ] 


WOLFE ISLAND, Ont «CP) — 
Fish ca near Wolfe Island in 
the St Lawrence River contain 
unacceptable levels of the pesti- 
cide Mirex, a suspected cause of 
cancer in humans, Ontariw's Envi 
roament Ministry says 

The latest tests detected a Mi- 
rex residue of seven parts per bil- 
hon in spottail shiners caught 
near the island's shoreline 
about the same level found in 
earlier recent tests The Interna 
tional Joint Commussion says fish 
in the Great Lakes should be free 
of the chemical 

PCB levels in locally caught 
shiners are 90 parts per billion. 
just below the commission's dan- 
ger mark of 100. the ministry 
says 

The ministry also said people 
living in the Rainy Hiver urea of 
northwestern Ontario should re 
strict thelr consumption of fish 
caught in area waters because of 
the presence of the most toxic 
form of the chemical dioxin 

Environment Minister James 
Bradley told reporters his minis 
try should have new guidelines tor 
safe consumption of dicxin-con- 
taminated fish ready m a few 


weeks, but be refused to say area 
residents shouldn't eat the fish in 
the meantime 

“When it is consumed, it has to 
be consumed on a restricted ba- 
sis,” Bradley said “Certainly peo- 
ple should proceed with caution 
until such time as we have up 
greded our guidelines — 

The measurements of residues 
in shiners near Wolfe Island were 
made in the ministry's last shore 
line survey of the lower Great 
Lakes im the fall of 1964 Shiners 
are the small fish which are the 
staple diet of Lake Ontariws 
game fish The data collected m 
that survey are the latest availa 
ble and have not been published 

Bradley sad last week that he's 
concerned about the persistence m 
the past two or three years of Mi- 
rex and polychlorinated biphenyls 
at levels exceeding the com#nius 
sion s standards 

Mires, which is used mainly on 
cotton crops in the United States. 
is 4 proven carcinogen im labora 
tory anima and a suspected car 
Cinogen in bumans 

Karl Suns, the ministry biolo- 
gist in charge of recent shorelines 
surveys, said in an interview that 
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Mirex and PCB levels found m 
1964 were similar to those de 
tected in the shiners in 1982 and 
1983 

The Mirex originated trom a 
sameway packaging plant on the 
jagara River 

“As far as we can tell, this pri 
mary source of Mirex has been 
eliminated,” Suns said But Mi 
rex is very persistent im the lakes 
and the residves we're finding m 
young fish reflect the water quali- 
ty conditions of their nursery 
area 


Suns said that although the gen 
eral trend looks favorable, “it's 
hard to say what ut all means We 
always have to be concerned 
about the build-up of toxins in the 
food chain 


The ministry size! that 
overall levels of PCRs, Mirex and 

ricularly DDT pollution im the 

wer Great Lakes have dropped 
significantly since 1975 

PCB pollution has declined by 
72 per cent and the trend for Mi 
rex “while not quantifiable, docs 
indicate there has teen a reduc 
tron im Mirex pollution m= the 
Great Lakes 
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Dioxin in Rainy River Fish 


Toronto THE GLOBE AND MAIL in English 20 Feb 86 p All 


[Article by Regina Hickl-Szabo] 


[Text] 
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RINDERPEST EPIDEMIC--Ranchi, March 2. Over 500 milch animals are reported 
to have died of rinderpest in Ranchi alone besides another 500 at 
Jamshedpur, Bhagalpur and other towns in Bihar in about a fortnight 

causing panic among milkmen. It is reported that the disease has been 
contacted by cows and buffaloes imported from Punjab area to Bihar. It 

has been alleged that the Animal ilusbandry Department, even after the 

death of the animals, did not come to the rescue of the milkmen. Removal of 
the dead animals by the Ranchi Municipal Corporation has also been tardy and 
the milkmen are put to great loss at the sudden epidemic. According to the 
owner of ten buffaloes in Ranchi town, there was no regular vaccination by 
the Animal Husbandry Department and only after the deaths were reported that 
the department started vaccination work; but by then the infection had 
spread. The Director of Animal Husbandry, who rushed to Ranchi told news- 
men that only 77 animals died so far, but when his statement was challenged, 
he stretched the number up to 100. But even a cursory count of local 
khatals by newsmen revealed that at least 346 animals had died besides 

those in individual houses and in far away khatals in the rural frinres of 
the town. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 3 Mar 86 p 18] /9274 


CSO: 5450/0121 
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RABIES IN ALL BUT 6 PROVINCES 
Jakarta ANTARA NEWS BULLETIN in English 21 Feb 86 p A8 


[Text] Jakarta, Febrv ry 21 (ANTARA)--Only six of the 27 provinces and 
two islands in Indonesia have not been affected by rebies, Health Ministry 
Chief spokesman Dr Sumaryati Aryono disclosed here Friday. 


The six provinces are Bali, West Nusatenggara, East Nusatenggara, Maluku, 
Irian Jaya and West Kalimantan, and the islands are Madura and Nias. 


She said the government has no exact figures on the number of victims of 
the acute infectious viral disease normally transmitted by dogs. 


The government was still taking intensive measures in overcoming the 
disease, she said. 


Action against rabies-carrying dogs is taken by the animal husbandry 
service of the Agriculture Ministry, while the Health Ministry only 
provides anti-rabies vaccines. 


The Health Ministry has so far made available 65,000 doses of the vaccine, 
Dr Sumaryati said. 


A rabies eruption was first reported in Central Java in November 1985, 
which then spread to Yogyakarta, West Java and other provinces. 


The rapid spread of the disease was facilitated by the widespread illegal 
dog trade between the different provinces for consumption. 


/9317 
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SWINE FEVER OUTBREAK ALONG MCHINJI BORDER REPORTED 
Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 14 Mar 86 p 1 


[Text ] AN OUTBREAK of African swine fever has been re- 
my along the Zambia-Malawi border in Michingt dis- 


"An official of the Veterinary Department in Mchinji 
rural development project based at Namitete told 
Mana that specimens from Chipata along the Zambia- 
Malawi border which were sent to the Central Veterin- 
ary Laboratory in Lilongwe a few weeks ago were posi- 
tive on African swine fever, thus confirming the exist- 
ence of the disease along that border. 

“The problem is that the disease spreads very fast 
and can wipe out the pigs in any particular area within a 
few days. It is therefore important to strictly observe 
precautionary measures in order to prevent the disease 
crossing the border into Malawi,”* the official warned. 


He advised farmers and the general public to confine 
their pigs and feed them in kholas. Pigs should not be 
allowed to wander around compounds and no pig 
should be moved from one village to another until fur- 
ther notice, he advised. 

Staughtering of pigs and selling of pork were prohibi- 
ted because the divease can spread through handling or 
eating infected meat. ‘‘Anyore acting contrary to these 
control measures must be reported to the nearest veter- 
inary or Police station,”’ he warned. 


“Cases of sick pigs or deaths must be reported to the 
veterinary personnel for appropriate advice or action,”’ 
he advised. 


The Veterinary Department does not recommend 
anyone to eat meat from an animal which died on its 
own. Barely two months ago three children from Kad- 
zakumanja_ village in Mchinji district died after eating 
—y suspected to have been contaminated and at least 

200 people from Kandusu village along the Zambia 
border had been treated at the district hospital against 
rabies after they had also eaten beef which was later 
found to be from a positive rabid case, he disclosed. 


“It is important that all your meat be inspected and 
certified fit for human consumption by the Vete rinary 
personnel,’ he advised. 


19274 
CSO: 5400/95 


6) 














CORRIDOR DISEASE OUT OF CONTROL 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 15 Feb 86 p 1 


[Text] 
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Southern Province Deaths 


CORRIDOR disease in the 
Southern Province has so 
far killed 2.525 cattle and 
agricultural and provincial 
authorities have worked out 


He said 1,983 cattle had 
been kilied in Choma, 450 
in Monze, 80 in Mazabuka 
and 12 in Kalomo and call- 
ed on banks. financial 
institutions and business 
houses to help the depart- 
ment of veterinary services 
combat nm by making contri- 
butions. 

Mr Kamwana was in 
Choma on Tuesday to 
address district governors. 
officials from the Southern 
Province Cooperative 


Marketing Union (SPCMU) 
and the thern Province 
Afncan Farming Improve- 
ment Fund (SPAFIF) on the 
need to fight the disease. 

“You are no doubt aware 
that our wealth in the pro- 
vince revolves on the health 
of our animals which we 
use for milk, cultivation and 
sell for cash bringing a lot 
of income to our rural 
population. This is why we 
are so worned when we see 
ee 
the 

S AFIF | had —— 
to his carlier appeals for 
finances and had given 
K2.000 to the veterinary 
department while Monze 
council donated K 1.000 and 
Choma gave drums of fuel. 

“The director of veteri- 
nary services has contn- 
buted K10.000 and has 
done everything possible to 
mobilise all the chemicals 
required for this exercise 
but his efforts and that of 
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the provincial veterimary 
officer is hampered by lack 
of fuel to touch all affected 
areas.” 

The meeting decided that 
as a short-term measure al! 
district councils should pay 
K12,000 towards the pro- 
ject by March and other 
financial institutions should 
follow suit. 


Long term measures 
were to sensitise peasant 
farmers to contribute to 
the fund to augment the 
services of the veterinary 
department. 

Dip-tank committees 
were formed to strengthen 
Government operations and 
would act as focal points to 
control animal disease and 
increase food production. 


The committees would be 
turned into primary coope- 
fative societies to play a 
leading role in the supply 
and marketing of the pro- 
duce. 
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Cases Reported in Lusaka 


Lusaka ZAMBIA DAILY MAIL in English 18 Feb 86 p 3 


[Excerpt] 
CORRIDOR, the deadly cattle disease which has 
killed thousands of animals in Southern Province, 
has brokes oat in Lasaka. 
Provincial veterinary officer, Dr Bole Simulomba 
said in Lusaka yesterday that the disease had been 
confirmed in speamens collected from cattle suspe- 
cted to have been transferred from Southern Provi- 
nce. 
The cattle belong to Mr 
Paul Mweemba of Water 
Wells farm Number 672 on 
Maken: Road 40 kilometres 
from town centre. he cia 2 — = 
the situation and at we 
a mortality are doing now is routine 
of up “te “4 te te _ mopping up exercise which 
~ Prog sal hone re will take a long time be- 
fre ~Pamhe have died wi. fore we can conclusively 
rol of 100 
thin a week. ascertain cont 
per cent of the disease. 
Contingency measures w < 
have been made to contair Scneued Been 
the disease through treat- the neighbourhood, the 
OM, cere calle veterinary team hoped to 
movement and quarant- wipe out the disease com- 
ning. pletely. 
/9317 
CSO: 5400/92 
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COLOMBIA 


BRIEFS 


COFFEE RUST IN CAUCA--Cali (Press Office). New infestations of coffee rust 
have been discovered in six municipalities of the Cauca Valley, it was 
reported by the chief of public affairs of the Coffee Planters Committee of 
Cauca Department. Jaime Arango reported that rust has been found on coffee 
bushes in rural areas of the municipalities of San Pedro, Darien, Restrepo, 
Ginebra, Yotoco, and Palmira. [Text] [Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 14 Jan 
86 p 1] 12430/9738 


CSO: 5400/2037 
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MEXICO 


BRiEFS 


COFFEE RUST IN SOUTHEAST--The director general of the Mexican Coffee Institute 
has reported that 195,000 hectares of coffee in the southeastern part of the 
country, namely Chiapas and Veracruz, have been affected by coffee rust. The 
official added that measures have been taken to prevent the spread of the 
disease to other coffee plantations. [Summary] [Mexico City EXCELSIOR in 
Spanish 22 Feb 86 STATES section pp 1, 4 PA] /8309 


CSO: 5400/2045 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


MORE REPORTAGE ON LOCUST PLAGUE IN CAPE 
Farmers Fear Rains 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English 27 Feb 86 p Il 


[Text] A locust outbreak worse than even worse outbreak.” 





the present plague is feared by 
maize farmers here if it rains 
again in the next few days or 
weeks 

But sheep farmers, who have 
suffered the most damage from 
the locusts, are hoping it will 
rain again That would give the 
veld, which has been virtually 
destroyed by the insects, the 
chance to recover 

Farms in Paardeberg near 
Petrusville, Barkley West and 
at Vostershoop in the Kalahari 
have been hardest hit by the lo- 
custs 

An official, Mr Riaan Baden- 
horst, said “It's not the big 
swarms which worry us now 
We are mainly concerned 
about the smaller dispersed 
groups of locusts. To wipe 
them out is virtually impossi 
ble. And they are the ones 
which are now laying eggs 

“A single locust lays between 
5 000 and 6 000 eggs If it rains 
now all those eggs will become 
locusts and we will have an 


Maize farmers, such as Mr 
Chris Bouwer of Orania, have 
prevented major damage to 
their crops by taking various 
precautions 

He said. “We put bales of dry 
hay around the mealie land 
When a locust swarm is spotted 
we burn the bales. That creates 
dense smoke and frightens the 
locusts away.” 

People had also been asked 
to make as much noise a5 pos- 
sible to frighten the insects. Mr 
Bouwer said such methods had 


been fairly successful so far 
Damage to mealies, corn, pota- 
toes and cotton crops had 
largely been limited to the out- 
side edges of the land 

Sheep tarmers have been 
less fortunate Their grasslands 
are wide open areas which can- 
not be protected in the same 
way as crops. Mr Frankie du 
Tout said “I have nursed this 
veld for months and now there 
is nothing left. The locusts have 
Stripped it to the soil” 
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30 Ka Wall Of Insects 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English 27 Feb 86 p il 
[Text ] KIMBERLEY — Exactly bow large are the locust swarms which 


have been plaguing the Northern Cape and surrounding areas the 
past three weeks” 

“l saw one nearly Wim long.” says locust-combating offi- 
cer Mr Riaan Badenhorst 

“The head of the swarm entered the area at about 2pm At 6pm 
they were still coming, non-stop 

“Tl tell you it ts unbelhevable, something you can't really explain 
to someone else 

‘And when they come to rest on a mesh-wire fence, you can't see 
a thing through the fence It's like a wall” 

Mr Badenhorst says he once combated a swarm at night which 
was thickly spread over not less than eight farms And a farm of 
3 000 hectares is considered to be small in the Northern Cape 

Maize farmer Chris Bouwer near Urania says be once saw a 
swarm which was more than 20 km wide and about 30 km long, like 
a “big ball of black smoke 


No Sleep For Locust Fighter 


Johannesburg THE STAR in English 27 Feb 86 p 11 


[Text } KIMBERLEY — It has been a full three weeks since Mr Riaan 

Badenhorst had a good night's sleep 

In fact, he has had no rest at night — because that's when the 
locusts sleep and are at their most velnerable 

Mr Badenhorst is the locust combating official for the area be 
tween Orania and Hopetown in the Northern Cape 

He said that the only way to combat the flying swarms of locusts 
was to spray them with poison during the night 

They don't fly at all when it is dark We use bakkies with pumps 
mounted on the back and we drive between the locusts spraying 
them with the potson 

During the day it is too dangerous for aeroplanes to fly above a 
locust swarm and, during the night, it is too dark 

Aircraft can be used only at dawn, just before the locusts 
wake 


Farmers: Locusts Linked to Comet 


Johannesburg THE STAR in English 27 Feb 86 p il 


there might be a connection be 
tween Halley's Comet and the 
locust plague in the Northern 
Cape is being discussed by 
farmers in the area 

Sumebodys grandfather re- 
members a similar locust 
plague in 1910, around the 
same time that Halley's Comet 
tnade its previous appearance 

The sequence of events was 
the same, farmers say 
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Millions Cover Sky in Eastern Cape 


Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in Eaglish 28 Feb 86 p 7 


Hee 
aa ii 


(i ths ht ui 


iid ii Es sii : 
bili tt it ee i 
FEE EE t MoT ii it 
HE anuee HES pelt HE a 
aay Hun! BH 
ie Hp a ut t 
chal rin BE f 
fh init i il i453 
SEH a ie 


[Text } 


/13104 
CSO: 


5400/88 
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TANZANIA 


LARGER GRAIN BORERS SPOTTED IN IRINGA 
Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 24 Feb 86 p 3 


[Text] The notorious Larger Grain Borers (LGB) locally known as Dusuzi have 
been spotted in Iringa Region and are said to have infested on a substantial 
amount of gaize at Itamba, XKiwele and Ngela villages in Iringa Rural District. 


The Regional Commisstoner, “Ndugu Athuman! Kabongo, said the region had started 
taking mgeasures to fight the pest. The seasures included placing under 
quarantine nine villages in the district, he said. 


Shihata reported that villages placed under quarantine are Kwele, Ittamba, 
Mgela, Mfyome, Itagutu, Kitapiliqwa, Mgongo, Xigonziel and Mawelewele. Under 
the quarantine, tt ts forbidden to bring or take out cereals fro@ the 
villages. 


Spotting of the borers comes at a tise when the region has for the first tige 
sold 45,000 tonnes of maize to co-operative unions. The region is among four 
leading producers of food. Others are Mbeya, fukwa and Ruvuma. 


Meanwhile, agriculture extension workers have started spraying chemicals to 
contain the pest. The spraying will be done in all quarantined villages. 


Peasants have been called upon to shell their gaize and put thea in sprayed 
gunny bags a6 4 preventive seasure. 


The Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Development has provided 50 tonnes 
of pesticides for the spraying. 


It is understood that the pest which has entered the region for the first 


ti@e, came from Tabora, Singida and Dodome regions. 


/13104 
CSO: 5400/87 
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LOCUST INVASION--An army of locusts has invaded Uganda from South Eastern 
Sudan. Large parts of Kitgum District have already been invaded and a 
message from people in the area has been dispersed by local authorities 

to the government for urgent action. The government is expected to send a 
team of experts to identify the species of the locusts before appropriate 
control measures can be launched, according to local authorities here. 

In the meantime the worst hit country of Cucua is to have its residents 
evacuated. Hewever, the authorities could not tell when and how the 
evacuation would be carried out before an attack is launched to destroy 
the locusts. There are growing fears here that Kitgum, Lira, Kotido, 
Karamoja and Moyo Districts will soon be invaded by the locusts if urgent 
measurers are not taken quickly to half their southward advance. [Excerpt] 
[Kampala FINANCIAL TIMES in English 21 Jan 86 pp 1, 6] /12851 


CSO: 5400/82 
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RICE PESTS RAVAGING CROPS IN NORTH, SOUTH 
0OW220933 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 21 Mar 86 


[Text] A notice by the Vegetation Protection Department under the 
Agriculture Ministry says that in the past period, rice leaf rollers 
have ravaged some 50,000 hectares of late spring rice and early summer- 
fall rice in the southern provinces. First-batch larvae of rice leaf 
rollers are spreading with an infestation level of 5-!5 worms per square 
meter. Rice blast is ravaging many northern provinces. In addition, 
rice yellows, root suffocation disease, stem borers, and buoy worms 
[essay phao] are ravaging rice in scattered areas. 


It is forecast that in the coming period, rice blast may spread 

over large areas in the northern provinces, especially in Thanh Hoa and 
Nghe Tinh; rice leaf beetles, rice leaf rollers, and brown planthoppers 
may develop; and stem borer larvae may appear in scattered areas. 
Therefore, localities should make intensive efforts to detect rice paddies 
affected by rice blast and rice leaf beetles; should prune affected 
blades; must absolutely not apply nitrogenous fertilizer to rice blast- 
affected plants; and should spray insecticides over rice with high levels 
of intestation. 


In the southern provinces, rice leaf rollers are continuing their wide- 
spread ravage of main-crop rice and late spring rice, causing rice 
leaves to whiten in some localities. If the skies are overcast with 
drizzle, rice blast will greatly ravage the upper stem of rice flowers 
in the zone five provinces. Stem borers, buoy worms, and rice 
stemilies are continuing their ravage. Therefore, all provinces should 
conduct large-scale insecticide spraying in order to control rice 

leaf rollers and rice blast. 


/12640 
CSO: 4400/4359 END 
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